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INTER-ARAB AFFAIRS 


ARAB LEAGUE OFFICIAL DISCUSSES RELATIONS WITH BRITAIN 
London AL-DUSTUR in Arabic 9-15 Feb 61 pp 14-15 


[Interview with ‘Umar al-Hasan by Ghassan Zakariyya; Date and Place of 
Interview not Given: “'Umar al-Hasan Tells AL-DUSTUK That the Arab League 
Is Holding a Dialogue with Conservatives, Labor and Liberals") 


(Text) When Great Britain was an empire on whose colonies the sun never 
set, its secretary of state for foreign affairs, Lord Balfour, wrote to 
Lord Rothschild in November 1917 the famous letter in which he promised 
Lord Rothschild a national homeland for the Jewish people. [At that time | 
‘Umar al-Hasan, the representative of the Arab League in the United King- 
dom had not yet been born. 


When the United States of America became Israel's ally and Egyptian Presi- 
dent Anwar al-Sadat made "that" visit to Jerusalem and then accepted the 
invitation of “his colleague" former U.S. president, Jimmy Carter to go to 
Camp David to sign there yet another promise to relinquish Palestine to 
the Hebrew people, liquidate the cause of the Palestinians and terminate 
their armed struggle against international Zioniam, the representative of 
the Arab League, ‘Unear al-Hasan was not only present, but he was also 
living the tragedy of Arab fragmentation in countering the “treason” of 
Egypt's president and his accords which led che Arabs to isolate him, to 
boycott his regime and to trasfer the offices of the Arab league from 
Cairo, [the city of) al-Mu'iez, to Tunisia, (che city of) Habib Bourguiba. 


AL-DUSTUR interviewed the Arab diplomat who has been in the British 
capital | year. Despite that fact he appeared to have accumulated, by what 
he bes achieved and accomplished, al! the vitality of a politician, all 
the culture of an intellectual and all the ambitions of businessmen who, 
quite removed from glorification, dreams and fantasies, deal in their 
areas of specialization with what is possible and reasonable. 


At the offices of the Arab League one is first met in the reception hal! 
by a portrait of an old Arab wearing the cloak-like woolen wrap and 
clothing of the man of the desert. He is carrying a dagger around his 
waist, but his eyes are beaming with radiance and determination that 
remind the observer of the radiance and determination he imagined belonged 











to the horsemen of the desert who had left the peninsula and gone to the 
northern plains 15 centuries ago. They were few, but in their hearts they 
had faith in their missionary work and a desire to spread the message to 
the farthest corners of the world. They battled then with the armies of 
Byzantium and the armies of Persia and they defeated both. There was not 
a single turncoat or t vitor among them; nor did history record that they 
had an Anwar or an al-sadat among them. 


Why was this portrait hanging on the wall of the reception hall in the 
office of the Arab League in London’ 


it was handed down to ‘Umar al-Hasan by his predecessor. it was hanging 
on the wall when he took over matters in the Arabs' Embassy to the Court 
of St James. But he admires the portrait. In fact he believes that the 
image of an Arab as man of the desert, an image which became fixed in 

the world's mind, does not minimize the importance of the Arab or belittle 
his ability and his worth. It is rather an expression of a heritage and an 
authentic civilization that believed in a message and spread its faith all 
over the world from the Pacific Ocean to the Indian and Atlantic oceans. 
The portrait is part of our past, and it is part of our present. The world 
knows the Arab in his present appearance: it sees him; it deals with him; 
it appreciates him and it respects him, with the exception of a few who 
have ambitions and who are greatly influenced by Zionism. 


This was how the discussion between us got underway in his comfortable 
office beside a roaring fire that spread needed warmth on these harsh days 
of winter in the capital of the empire on whose colonies the sun had set. 


[Question] We asked him about the fact that he had realized the com- 
pletion of the Arab club to which he had invited the [Arab] community to a 
dinner at the Hilton on the occasion of its inauguration. The guest of 
honor at that dinner was the British secretary of state for foreign 
affairs, Lord Carrington. 


[Answer] The Arab community existed before the club. Lord Carrington 

was wrong when he counted that community and found it--in his opinion--[to 
consist] of 70,000 citizens. [Actually], it almost exceeds 150,000. Some 
of them have been Living in Britain for a long time; some have been in 
Britain for a few years; and some are [here] temporarily. However, com- 
paring them with the Arabs who have immigrated to America, to Africa and 
to Australia is a mistake, a big mistake. This is because here they are 
closer to their homelands than those who live in those distant places, and 
they are more closely tied to their causes than their counterparts in the 
new worlds. They are [also] less prepared than their counterparts in the 
United States, in Brazil and in Australia, for example, to integrate them- 
selves in British society. 


Because this is a sizable community and because it has these capabilities 
and inclinations, we thought it necessary to tighten the bonds that bring 
its members close together and integrate them by organizing the community 








in a cultural-social club. From this club educational, charitable and 
artistic aftairs would be derived and these would be applied to the center 
of a single unified action for the welfare of our Arab world and for [the 
achievement of | its crucial aspirations for a state that, despite every- 
thing, is still a state chat affects the design of the world's politics 
and the ongoing struggle around our land, our location and our resources. 


[Question] But this is a social, cultural club that has nothing to do 
with politics. This is what we read in its charter, and this is how you 
presented it in your address at the hotel dinner. 


[Answer| Are cultural and social activities far away from politics and 
economics? Is the presentation of our culture, our heritage and our 
thought of less importance than the organization of » Jemonstration to 
protest the visit of a Zionist official, for example “e have in our files 
the names of 600 university professors, the names of 4,600 physicians, the 
names of about 400 bankers and [the names of) more than 7,000 university 
students. All of them, without official guidance, are engaged in 
explaining our national and our crucial questions through their lectures, 
their practices, their businesses and their activities. In fact, in their 
ordinary daily lives they offer information that serves our supreme 
interests and that equals the efforts of newspapers and magazines which 
are published in Arabic in the Arab countries and in the countries where 
the Arabs have immigrated and where they are living as expatriates. 


[Question] You've recently consummated several important political 
meetings. One of them was the meeting between al-Shadhli al-Qalibi, the 
secretary general of the Arab League and Michael Foot, the leader of the 
British Labor party. [Another one] was last week's meeting between the 
Arab ambassadors and Mr Foot. And there were meetings here and meetings 
there that were not publicized or advertised. What are the "returns" of 
‘hese meetings and how are they being used to serve the interests of our 
‘tional causes? 


Answer} If I am being “honored” for these encounters and meetine , it is 
an “honor" that I do not claim because the Council of Arab Ambass iors 
contributed to the effort that went into the realization of these 
meetings. In fact it was the council that made the major effort and the 
major accomplishment. As far as why these encounters and these meetings 
took place, they took place [so we can] explain our cause to British 
politicians who--whether they are in the administration or in the 
opposition--still undertake [their approach) to our questions from the 
angle of their country's interests. Although we do not deny the develop- 
ment that has taken place in their political literature and practices and 
although we also do not deny that they are good-naturedly prepared to 
listen to us and to our points of view, until recently they did not even 
like to listen to anything but that which expressed one point of view: 
that of our enemies and their friends. 


What are the returns of these encounters, and how are they being used? 














None of us expects the returns and the investments on these encounters 

to be available as quickly as we would like; nor can we think that these 
contacts have yielded fruits that would be ready for harvest. But we do 
believe that the British political machine has shifted from its positions 
of total alliance [with lerael — alliance which was carried out during 
the days of Disraeli, Palmerston, Churchill, Eden and even Callahan--to 
positions that are more neutral and more capable of having a sound view. 
The British political machine has assumed more positive positions that 
would enable us to present our causes to them; accordingly, we are hearing 
replies that could not have been made ‘then| either by those in power or 
by the opposition. 


[Question] Like what, for example? 


|Answer| Regarding the Palestinian affair, it was due to Britain through 
Lard Balfour that Jews were given the right to have a national homeland on 
our land. It was also due to Britian, through Gen Allenby that Palestine 
‘as occupied and controlled; that the climate for establishing Zionist 
settlements was prepared; that the doors for illegal immigration were 
opened; and that Britain itself suddenly withdrew in May 1948 after 
helping provide military training for the Zionists in acts of killing, 
slaughtering and terror. Britain had armed the Zionists with weapons from 
its armies’ barracks, and it had provided them with the expertise of its 
officers and its soldiers. Britain also assumed hostile positions against 
Egypt, against the nationalization of the [Suex| Canal, against the 
British evacuation from Suez and against the regime of President Jamal 
‘Abd-al-Nasir. These positions led Britain to the 1956 war with its two 
allies, France and Israel. These positions also led to the weakening of 
British policy in the world and to Britain abandoning its colonies in 
Africa and in Asia while maintaining fully its special relations with 
Israel. | Regarding} these relations conservative and labor governments 
were equal. 


However, for some time now we have been noticing a few "gaps" in this 
relationship. It may be that the establishment of the Middle East councils 
in British parliamentary parties is an indication of the presence of these 
gaps. Or it may be that some openness towards the Palestinian question in 
the press and on television is another indicator that these gaps do exist 
These matters do not stupefy us into a state of complacency; quite the 
contrary, they force us to exert more effort and to follow-up [on such 
efforts] to obtain other gains so as to achieve our supreme national 
interests. 


[Question] What do the Arabs want from Britain? 


[Answer| The same thing they want from all the countries of the world: 
an understanding for our national questions; total support for our rights 
on our lan and our sovereignty on our resources; and support for our 
unity. If, for reasons that are peculiar to Britain and to its interests, 
support is not possible, the least [Britain can do] would be to follow a 
policy of neutrality between us and our national enemy. 











[Question] How far have the Arabs gone in their dealings with Bricain? 


[Answer] The Conservative party has a Middle East council; the Labor 
party has another council; and the Liberal party has its council too. 
These three councils include leagues of deputies, politicians, economists, 
businessmen and students who take our side at their meetings: they explain 
our causes; they defend them; they explain them to people who are around 
them; and they tell those people on our behalf what we ourselves want to 
say. They talk to them about our rights in Palestine and about the 
Zionists’ usurpation of Palestine. Public opinion among British laymen 

in this kingdom has come around to our side, and in due course it will 
become immune to Zionist propaganda and to Zionist oriented information. 
it will not be affected by what it had grown accustomed to hear, and it 
will not believe what a British Zionist or a visiting Israeli will say, 
whether or not he is an official. 


We are not asking the British to become the champions of a cause like 
ours. They have problems of their own on all levels. But we are asking 
them--and we have always asked them--to give us the opportunity to speak 
our peace and to express our opinion. Towards this end we have made good 
progress. 


[Question] What about the European initiative, and what is the British 
position on that initiative? 


[Answer] I said that the interests of the United Kingdom were the basis 
for Britain's political dealings with the world and that this was 
absolutely the case with us as Arabs. I have said before that those in 
power and the opposition were in agreement on these principles which, 
because of the democratic parliamentary experience, have become indis- 
putable facts whose discovery needs no major effort on the part of any one 
of us. Nevertheless, it seems that these principles [or] indisputable 
facts have been recently "shaken" as a result of poor economic conditions, 
inflation, unemployment and the astounding rise in prices. 


Hence, the Venice Proclamation was [tantamount] to a red line separating 
Britian's domestic, European and international interests from its 
interests with the Arabs. Hence, through meetings and dialogu*s we have 
tried to amend this course and to ferce it to come closer to our interests 
by making the British understand that their economic and strategic 
interests as well as those of western Europe lay with the Arab nations and 
countries more than they lay with Israel and Zionism. In addition, we are 
making an effort to break up the connection [that exists] between British 
and European interests and U.S. interests on the questions of the Middle 
East. 


[Question] Hae ‘Umar al-—Hasan been counting on changes in British policy 
if the Labor party were to come back to power in |new] parliamentary elec- 
tions--and these do not seem unlikely--favoring the positions of its new 
leadership toward U.S. nuclear presence on British territory with the 
possibility of upsetting relations between Washington and London’ 

















[Answer: the representative of the Arab League in the United Kingdom was 
cautious in his answer] We are not counting on any of these variables, 

and we do not think that they are ikely to happen soon. We are not res- 
tricted to a dialogue with one party: we talk with conservatives, labor 

[party members| and with liberals. 


[Interviewer's Comment] ‘Umar al-Hasan attaches some importance to the 
visit David Steele, leader of the Liberal party made recentiy to Damascus, 
Amman, Beirut and the occupied land. Steele had returned to his country 
with a positive point of view on the Arab-Israeli struggle after his 
meeting with Yasir ‘Arafat. |The meeting with 'Arafat] cauced one of his 
influential deputies, William Roth, who was one of the most ardent suppor- 
ters of British-Israeli friendship, to shift his position to the positions 
of the Middle East Council of the Liberal party. ‘Umar al-Hasan also does 
not minimize the importance of the fact that Lord Carrington, the British 
secretary of foreign affairs will preside over the next [session] of the 
European Common Market early next summer. 


[Question] But Lord Carrington introduced nothing new to his conservative 
policy in the address he delivered at the Hilton dinner. In fact, he con- 
tinued his appeal to the Arabs to “recognize” Israel. 


[Answer] This is true, but we are forgetting that the PLO has an office 

in the Arab League building, and we are also forgetting that the 
Palestinian revolutionaries are now holding press conferences in London-- 
the 'Isam al-Sartawi conference was held last January 23. [We are forget- 
ting that] Bassam al-Shak'ah was treated in British hospitals for 2 

months; that the Palestinian flag was flown over the building of a 

Scottish municipality and that a delegation of conservative and labor 
party [members| is now on a fact-finding tour in Lebanon, Jordan and Syria. 


[Question] What will happen after that? 


[Interviewer's Comment] ‘Umar al-Hasan is not pessimistic about the 
general Arab condition. He thinks the Arab condition is getting better and 
is improving. He thinks it is on the way to catching up with the movement 
of history, whereas he t! inks Israel is receding from it. In his view the 
resolutions of the Islamic Summit reinforce the resolutions of the Amman 
Summit. However, about boycotting the Egyptian regime his opinions are 
impassioned, and these will require another interview. 


Our final question to the Arab diplomat dealt with some of his intimate 
and private affairs. He disregarded those and said, "I am from Jinin 
and Jinin is in Palestine." 


Jinin was one of the cities of the “triangle of terror" which in 1948 
and later used to rob Israel of its sleep. 


8592 
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INTER=ARAB AFFALRS 


AAPSO RESOLUTION ON PALESTINE EMPHASIZES PRO-ARAB STANCE 
LD280104 Aden Domestic Service in Arabic 1700 GMT 26 Mar 81 EA 


{Resolution on Palestine" read by Muhammad ‘Abd al-Gawi of the PDRY delegation 
at the closing meeting of the 13th AAPSO session in Aden on 26 March--recorded | 


[Text] 10th session of the AAPSO assembly held in Aden, the capital of the 
PDRY, ‘om .° to 26 March, 1981, studied the Palestinian issue, the stages of its 
deve]: sent, the struggle of the Palestinian people, the conspiracies to which they 





have |» 4 «objected and the feverish attempts by imperialism, its operational base, 
Israel, and its reactionary agents to liquidate the Palestinian cause. It resolves 
as follows: 


l. The essence and core of the conflict in the Middle East has resulted from the 
creation of Israel in the heart of the Arab world by imperialism and Zionism, the 
expulsion of the Palestinian people from their homeland, the denial of their 
existence and their eeparation from the exercise of their inalienable national 
rights in their homeland, Palestine. 





2. The inalienable right of the Palestinian people, who will not bargain over the 
return to their homeland, their self-determination, the establishment of their 
independent national state in the land of Palestine, the withdrawal of Israel from 
all the occupied Arab territories, including Jerusalem, and cooperation with the 
Palestinian cause as a cause of national liberation. [as heard]. 


3. The PLO is the sole legitimate representative of the Palestir..an people. It 
alone has the right to represent them and speak on their behalf in all local and 
international forums. All forms of assistance should be rendered to it. All fronts 
should be opened in order for it to operate freely an ensure noninterference in its 
affairs or the imposition of trusteeship on it. No state has the right to claim to 


represent the Palestinian people or negotiate the Palestinian cause { © ms of 
people, territory or rights. Anything contrary to this must be rege: > «3 null and 
void and will have no peaceful effect. Only the PLO has the right « oge the 
just and comprehensive solution that will ensure the rights and hope: the Pales- 


tinian people. 


4. The only way to solve the Palestinian cause is the Palestinian option. Accord- 
ingly the assembly rejects and condemns such imperialist and Zionist options on the 
Palestinian issue as the Jordanian option or autonomy. 














5. Pull respect for the inalienable national rights of the Paleetinian people and 
their achievement will constitute the basie for solving the Palestinian issue. UN 
Resolution 242 of November, 1967, does not ensure or constitute a just basie for 
the solution of the Palestinian issue or the Middle East crisis. 


6. All piecemeal agreements and eeparo'e treaties connected with the Polestinian 
isaue and the Arab<-leraeli conflict constitute a flagrant violation of the rights 
of the Palestinian people and the Arab nation, the principles of the United Nations 
and ite resolutions and the principles of international law. The PLO has the right 
to continue to etruggle in a)l ite military and political forme and to employ all 
available means to liberate all the occupied Palestinian territory and achieve the 
inalienable national rights. The Palestinian eople also have the right to employ 
all possible means to frustrate any solutions or settlements which fall short of 
these righte. 


7. Complete condemnation and full rejection of the Camp David accords and the 
Egyptian-leraeli agreement: these agreements constitute serious blackmail [as 
heard) of all the objectives of the Arab etruggle and lead to an imbalance in the 
Arab-Zionist conflict in favor of imperialism and Zionism. 


8. Support for the rejection by the Palestinian peorle of and their resistance to 
the autonomy scheme which is part of the Camp David accords. The autonomy scheme 
aime at the liquidation of the Palestinian cause, the entrenchment of Israeli occu- 
pation, the effacement of the national identity of this people and the total suppres- 
sion of their struggle. 


9. To ask the European nations to recognize the PLO and the inalienable natioual 
rights of the Palestinian people as confirmed by the UN resolutions. 


10. To condemn and punish cooperation between the racist regime of South Africa 
and Israel in the economic, political and military fields; to warn against the 
course followed by these racist states in the attempt to acquire nuclear weapons. 
This is a matter that constitutes a threat to world peace and security. 


ll. To support the UN General Assembly resolution which regards Zionism as a form 
of raciem; to condemn all Israel's fascist practices and expansionism into the 
occupied Palestinian and Arab territories, including the annexation of Jerusalem, 
Galilee, the Negev and other occupied Palestinian territory, the changing of the 
features of Palestinian territory, the establishment of settlements, the transfer 
of citizens, the confiscation of assets and evacuation of legal landowners, depor- 
tation and expulsion, extermination, mass arrests, torture, the violation of 
religious freedoms and beliefs and the illegal exploitation of natural resources 
in the Palestinian and occupied Arab territories. 


12. To punish Israel's barbarous, terrorist and racist policy toward Palestinian 
detainees and captives; to work toward stopping the detentions and arrests of Pales- 
tinians by the Israelis; to work for the release of thousands of them. They are 
now suffering the worst forms of oppression, persecution and torture in tie Zionist 
enemy's prisons. 











13. The assembly strongly condemns the hostile policy of the United States toward 
the inalienable righte of the Palestinian people and the PLO aad regards thie policy 
as being contrary to the principles of the UN Charter, The assembly also condemns 
U.S. material military and political support for lerael and ite fasciat policies 
and ite regular use of the veto in the Security Council in favor of the leraeli 
enemy. The assembly asserte that thie immoral and illegal policy is a hostile stand 
toward all the peoples who love freedom, independence and just peace. The assembly 
considers thie U.S. support for lerael ae direct U.S, participation in the aggres- 
sion against the Palestinian people and the Arab nation. Thies ie also 4 treat to 
security and peace in the Middle East and the worl’, 


14, The assembly haile the courageous struggle of the Palestinian people and their 
resistance to Leraeli occupation of their homeland in pur uit of the achievement of 
their inalienable national rights. It appeale for all forme of support and backing 


for their struggle. 


15. The assembly appreciates the effort of the UN Special Committee on the Pales- 
tinians to secure the inalianable Palestinian rights. It appeals to the UN Security 
Council to approve and implement its recommendations. 


16. The assembly affirms that Jerusalem is an integral part of occupied Palestinian 
territory, thus necessitating Lerael's full and unconditional withdrawal from it, 
and ite restoration to Palestinian Arab sovereignty. The assembly .ondemne the 
annexation of Jerusalem and ite proclamation as the capital of Ierael. The assembly 
considers Israeli aggression against Jerusalem to be a violation of the Palestinian 
people's rights and a challenge to international law and the UN resolutions. It is 
also 4 provocation against all believers and a threat to international peace and 
security. It calls upon the UN Security Council to take the necessary measures, 
including the imposition of sanctions on Israel, to eliminate aggression against 
Jerusalem, in accordance with the provisions of Chapter Seven of the UN Charter. 

The assembly also appeals to all world nations and organizations to reject dealing 
with Israel in any manner that involves the recognition of Jerusalem as the capital 
of Israel. 


17. The assembly calle on all the nations of the world to sever all forms of diplo- 
matic, consular, cultural and economic relations with Israel and appeals to all 
nations that have not yet severed such relations to do so. 





18. The assembly appeals to the UN General Assembly and its specialized agencies 

not to accept the credentials of the Ieraeli deelgation because it represents a 
government which violates international law, UN resolutions and has annexed Jerusalem 
and declared it to be its capital. 


19. The assembly asserts that the Palestinian issue and the Middle East crisis are 
inseparable when it comes to dealing with them and finding solutions to them. A 
just peace in Palestine and the Middle East will not be achieved without Israel's 
full and unconditional withdrawal from all the occupied Palestinian and Arab terri- 
tories and the restoration of the inalienable national rights of the Palestinian 
people in accordance with all the UN resolutions on Palestine. 


20. The assembly affirms that Israel's aggression, by land, air and sea, against 
the Palestinian refugees and the Lebanese villages, specially in southern Lebanon, 
constitutes genocide and is a crime against humanity. 


21. The assembly affirms once again all the resolutions and recommendations issued 
by AAPSO on the Palestinian issue. 
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INTER-ARAB AFPPAIRS 


MAURITANIAN ALDE ON MOROCCAN CHARCE CLIED 
LD311007 Parie L'WUMANITE in French 2/ Mar 61 p 10 
[Dispatch by Francoise Germanin-Robin: "Rabat Threatens Mauritania") 


[Excerpt] Nouakchott=-The tension between Rabat and Nouakchott is still 
mounting. After the attacks launched last Monday and Tuesday by the 

Saharan fighters against the occupied area of Guelta Zemmur, Rabat has just 
reiterated ite threat against Mauritan.a of exercising the “right of pursuit" 
into that country, claiming that the Saharan fighters are using Mauritanian 
territory as a base both for launching attacks and to which to retreat. 


Those allegations are officially denied by the Mauritanian Government which 
has, moreover, asked the Arab League to send a mission to carry out an 
on-the-spot investigation. 


The Mauritanian information minister, with whom I met in Nouakchott Tuesday 
[24 March] said that "the Moroccan accusations are completely unfounded and 
are merely a pretext to justify in advance an invasion of our territory 

by the Royal Armed Forces. There are no Polisario bases on our territory. 
There are indeed movements of population between Mauritania and the West 
Sahara, but such movements are entirely traditional in the region for families 
living a nomadic life. These movements take place under the terms of agree- 
ments in principle between us and Polisario. We recognize Polisario as the 
sole authority as regards the West Saharan territory and any border crossing 
requires our agreement or that of Polisario." 


"In fact," Ahmedou Ould Sidi continued, “the king, who has never abandoned 
his dream of a ‘great Morocco’ is seeking to make Mauritania the scapegoat 
for the difficulties he is encountering in the Saharan war. Unfortunately, 
we see no reason for him to change his attitude, which means that we must 
expect further attempts against us.” 


Questioned on the French Government's attitude, the minister did not conceal 
his anxiety at the silence Paris has observed since 16 March. 


"We have every reason to think that the king and Giscard d'Estaing discussed 
the question. We feel that France had reservations about a direct intervention 
across our borders, which it has recognized, but was favorable to a destabiliza- 
tion operation by commandos." 


“In our view all relations with another state presuppose respect for our inde- 
pendence, sovereignty and principles. Purthermore, President Haydala has sent 
an envoy to inform the French President about the situation and to ask whether 
or not France's attitude toward it has changed." 
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INTER-ARAB AFFAIRS 


PLO OFFICIAL CONDEMNS ZIONIST PLANS FOR ARGENTINA 
PA311621 Managua Radio Sandino in Spanish 1200 GMT Mi Mar 6) 


[Text] PLO charge d'affaires [name indistinct] has said that international 
Zioniem is planning to create a second Jewish etate in Argentina. He added 
that the Zionist leaders have called on the 500,000 Jews who live in 
Argentina to form a second state in Patagonia. Here is the PLO charge 
d'affaires in Nicaragua: 


[Begin recording) From their daily actions in Palestine one can see that 
their clear intention is to wipe Palestine free of any Palestinians, and not 
only to clean up Palestine but to impose their economic and political 
domination in the Middle East and to be constantly at the service of 
imperialism in the sense of [words indistinct) to eliminate any revolutionary 
outbreaks in the Middle East. 


(Question) What is Zioniem's interest in Argentina? 


{[Anewer) The [words indistinct] organizations and movements have explained 
it. It seems that they have the same intentions they have in Palestine, that 
of forming their second state. They have called on the 500,000 Jews in 
Argentina to form their second state in the area of Patagonia in Argentina. 


[Question] What is current international political situation of the Palestinian 
people in the struggle against Israeli Zioniem? 


{[Anewer] The international political situation is gradually tur ing in favor 
of the Palestinian people. Proof of this are the UN decisions in favor of the 
Palestinian people's struggle. Several European countries are reviewing 

their past policies. They are thinking of improving their relations with the 
Arab world and reviewing their policy toward the Palestinian struggle. Much 
is expected as a result of this. We have been very successful in the 
diplomatic offensive that our leader Yasir ‘Arafat carried out in Europe. 

It was very successful in favor of the Palestinian people. [end recording] 
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INTER-ARAB AFFAIRS 


MA'OZ HAYYIM OPERATION--The military spokesman of the Palestinian revolution 
forces’ general command this evening made the following military statement: 
In response to the repeated barbaric shelling by the Zionist enemy against 
innocent civilians in Lebanese cities and villages and Palestinian camps in 
southern Lebanon, the heavy rockets group belonging to the Land Day Martyrs’ 
Unit leunched an attack with heavy rockets on military targets in the 
settlement of Ma‘os Hayyim in Bet She'an area at 2100 last night, W March 1980. 
{year as printed) The rockets scored direct hits. Many of the targets were 
set on fire, and ambulances were seen transporting the dead and wounded, 
proving that heavy human and material damages were sustained by the enemy. 

It ie a revolution until victory. [Text] [JN311923 (Clandestine) Voice of 
Palestine in Arabic to the Arab world 1855 GMT 31 Mar 81) 


ISRAELIS RESUME SHELLING--The Zionist enemy has resumed its attacks on our 

camps in southern Lebanon. Following the failure of the enemy forces’ 

landing attempt last night on the Al-Rashidiyah and (Al-Tabrihah) area, the 
enemy started intensive and concentrated shelling of our camps at 0145, parti- 
cularly on the city of Tyre and the camps of Al-Burj al-Shamali and Al-Buss. 

The shelling lasted 30 minutes. Some 16 civilians were seriously wounded, among 
them several women and children. The shelling aleo caused heavy damage to 
property and civilian quarters. Latest reports from southern Lebanon say that 
al-Rashidiyah camp was subjected to Zionist shelling at 1700 thie afternoon. The 
shelling lasted for W @inutes. No reports are available yet on losses. Earlier 
today, a military spokesman for the joint forces central command issued the 
following statement: At 2345 yesterday, five rubber dinghies, supported by a 
Zionist gunboat, tried to land a hostile Zionist force on the (Al-Tabrihah) coast 
north of Tyre while three rubber dinghies, supported by a Zionist gunboat, tried 
to land forces on the Al-Rashidiyah-Ra's Al-‘Ayn coast. After careful surveil- 
lance of the boats, the joint forces at 0005 today opened fire with all kinds 






the Al-Rashidiyah camp. 
The joint forces’ coastal artillery and silenced them at 0205. The 
enemy suffered several casualties. and five wounded. 
[Excerpts) [JN311722 (Clandestine) Voice of Palestine in Arabic to the Arab 
world 1615 GMT 31 Mar 61) 
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FEDAYEEN ATTACKS IN NEGE\-~The military spokesman of the Palestinian revolu- 
tion forces’ general command has stated the following: Timed explosive 
charges, which were planted by our revolutionaries from the special groups 
on the railroad track etre ching from Lahav to Devira in the Negev, were 
detonated last night. This track is weed by the enemy's army for transport~ 
ing equipment and personnel. The explosion destroyed a large part of the 
track, blowing the raile into the air. Trains had to stop using the track, 
which links Beersheba and Kiryat Gat. The occupation forces cordoned off 
the area but failed to locate our revolutionaries, who successfully fled 

the arena. [Text] [JN311754 (Clandestine) Voice of Palestine in Arabic 

to the Arab world 1615 GT 31 Mar 81) 


OAPEC ENGINEERING FLRM--Petroleum and Natural Resources Minister Dr Man'i Sa‘ id 
al-'Utaybah and OAPEC Secretary General Dr ‘Ali Atikah signed an agreement at the 
ministry thie morning establishing an Arab engineering corporation. Dr al-'Utaybah 
said that the establishment of this corporation is considered one of the major 
achievements of the organization. It will be one of the important Arab scientific 
establishments and it will play a big role in the transfer of advanced technology 
to Arab hands. He asserted that the UAE will offer the corporation every support 
and opportunity possible to assume ite activities and to insure ite success. He 
said that we will charge the corporation with studies of many of our petroleum 
projects. Dr ‘Ali Atikah thanked the UAE, on behalf of the organization, for the 
support it offered to the corporation since its inception and said that the corpora- 
tion will be firmly established in the near future thanks to its scientific capa- 
bilities and the support offered hy the UAE and other organization member countries. 
{Text} [GF221621 Dubayy Domestic Service in Arabic 1300 GMT 22 Mar 81) 


PFLP DELEGATION IN ALGIERS--This morning, President Chadli Bendjedid received 
a delegation of the PFLP, headed by George Habash, at the presidency head- 
quarters. Habash, who heads a delegation which is to spend several days in 
Algiers, said on arrival: We are pleased to be here today. The visit will 
provide an opportunity to thank President Bendjedid for the care and 
attention I received during my illness. We will discuss issues concerning 
the Palestinian revolution and Arab issues. [Summary] [LD252250 Algiers 
Domestic Service in Arabic 2000 GMT 25 Mar 81) 
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TRAINING OF INDUSTRIAL WORKERS GIVEN HIGH PRIORITY 


Kabul KABUL WEW TIMES in English 18 Mar 81 p 3 
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FLN, MADAGASCAN FRONT AFFIRM COMMON STANCE ON GLOBAL ISSUES 
LD.41351 Algiers EL. MOUDJAHID in French 15 Mar 81 p 4 


[APS Report: “Actions To Destabilize Progressive Regimes in Africa Are Aimed 
at Perpetuating Imperialiem's Control Over Continent's Natural Resources") 


[Text] Algiere—-At the end of a visit to Madagascar by an FLN delegation a 
joint communique was issued last Friday by the FLN and the National Front 
for the Defense of the Revolution [FNDR). 


The text of this document is as follows: 


At the FNDR's invitation an FLN party delegation headed by Boualem Dellouci, 
Central Committee member and chairman of the economic and socialist manage- 
ment section, visited Madagascar 3 through 8 March 1981. 


During ite visit the Algerian delegation was received by Comrade Didier 
Ratsiraka, chairman of the FNDR and president of the Democratic Republic of 


Madagascar. 


The Algerian delegation had a series of talke with an FNDR delegation. The 
Algerian side comprised brothers: Ferhat Lounes, Algerian ambassador to 
the Democratic Republic of Madagascar; Mourad Lamoudi, member of the party 
Foreign Relations Committee; Mohamed Laifa, General Union of Algerian 
Workers National Secretary, and Kamel Bella, National Union of Algerian 
Youth Nationa) Council member. 


The Madagascan side comprised comrades: Richard Andriamanjato, chairman of 
the Democratic Committee to Support the Malagasy Socialist Revolution 
[AKFM-KDRSM] (Supreme Revolutionary Council [CSR]; Rakotonirina Manandafy, 
secretary general of the Militants for the Establishment of a Proletarian 
Regime-Militants for the Realization of the Revolution [MFM-MFT]) (CSR); 
Herome Razanabahiny Marojama, national chairman of the VITM [as published] 
(CSR); Justin Rakotiniaina, vanguard of the Malagasy Revolution (AREMA) 
Politburo member (CSR); Arsene Ratsifehera, AKFM-KDRSM assistant secretary 
general (CSR); Gilbert Sambson, VITM vice chairman (CSR); Georges Ruphin, 
AREMA Politburo member and information minister; Celestin Radio, VITM 
vice chairman and public administration minister; Gabriel Rabearimanana, 
National Movement for the Indeperdence of Madagascar-Vo drona Sosialista 
Monima [MONIMA-VSM) Politburo member; Raveloarimefy Rabezandrina, AREMA 
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Politburo member and people's National Assembly deputy speaker; Noel 
Andrianjakfidiabraham, Malagasy Christian Democratic Party National Bureau 
member; Henri Pascal Mahatovo, MFM-MFT Politburo member; Parcel Beza Seramila, 
MYM-MFT Politburo member, and Pierre Todiarivo, MONIMA-VSM Politburo member. 






Increase in Imperialist Pressures and laterlerence 


The talks, which took place in an atmosphere marked by friendship, militant 
solidarity and mutual understanding, reflecting the nature of the fraternal 
ties uniting the FLN and the FNDR, made o detailed examination of bilateral 
rélations and cooperation between the two countries and an examination of 
the international situation, especially in Africa. 


The Algerian delegation gave a detailed account of the important steps made 
by the FLN in building a socialist society and the vanguard role the party 
plays in the country's sociopolitical organization, in keeping with the 
national charter and the fourth congress and extraordinary congress resolu- 
tions. The Madagascan delegation explained the various stages in the process 
of building a socialist society and the multifaceted action undertaken to 
implement the "Charter of the Malagasy Socialist Revolution." 


The two delegations made a detailed analysis of the situation in the world and 
expressed their great concern at the aggravation of tension, particularly in 
Africa. The two delegations note that imperialiem and its allies are pursuing 
their criminal actions on our continent by stepping up pressure and inter- 
ference in states’ internal affairs, attempting to destabilize progressive 
regimes, launching armed attacks, using mercenaries and creating and per- 
petuating hotbeds of tension. 


All those actions are aimed at perpetuating imperialism's control over the 
continent's natural resources, countering development efforts and cooperation 
among African countries and hence at destroying the desire for union which 
inspires the African peoples. 


The FLN and the FNDR reaffirm their attachment to the OAU and think that this 
organization is the most appropriate framework for settling all inter-African 
problems on the basis of the principles contained in its charter. 


The two delegations strongly denounce the maneuvers by imperialism and the 
regimes it controls which are aimed at causing splits within the OAU. 


The FLN and the FNDR note with satisfactirn that, despite all these criminal 
maneuvers, Africa is pursuing its victorious march toward the realization of 
its ideals of peace, justice and social progress. 


Foreign Bases in the Indian Ocean: A Threat to Peace 
Turning to the situation in the Indian Ocean the two delegations expressed 


their acute concern over the installation of foreign bases in th.s region 
and their use for intimidation, domination and exploitation. 
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The FLN and the FNDR believe that the existence of these bases constitutes a 
threat to peace in the world and to the security of the Indian Ocean countries. 
They hail the initiative for a summit conference in Antananarivo aimed at 
transforming the Indian Ocean into a demilitarized, denuclearized peace zone 
as 4 major contribution to peace. The FNDR notes with satisfaction the 

FLN's firm support for this initiative taken by the president of the Democratic 


Republic of Madagascar. 


The two delegations, acutely concerned by the use being made of the African 
islands still under foreign domination, reiterate their support for the 
peoples of those islands in exercising their inalienable right to self- 
determination and independence. 


The FLN and the FNDR denounce the illegal occupation of Mayotte and the armed 
intervention by mercenaries against the sovereignty of some African states. 


The FLN reiterates its indestructible support for and its active solidarity 
with the Democratic Republic of Madagascar in winning back the islands of 
Juan de Nova, Europa and Bassas de India. 


The two delegations made a particularly close examination of the development 
of the situation in southern Africa. They denounce imperialism and the South 
African racist regime which are pursuing their criminal aggression and 
intimidation aimed at destabilizing progressive regimes in the region and 
weakening the Liberation movement. 


The FLN and the FNDR energetically condemn apartheid's anarchronistic 
colonialist and racist regime which is a constant threat to peace and security 
in the region and in the world and a challenge to universal conscience and 

to the most fundamental human rights. 


The two delegations reiterate their unswerving support for the South African 
people in their struggle to impose their sacred right to independence under 
their authentic representative, the African National Congress. 


The two delegations also condemn the maneuvers to delay the fraternal Namibian 
people's inevitable independence, in flagrant violation of UN and OAU decisions. 


Support for Namibia and the SDAR 


The FLN and the FNDR reaffirm their militant solidarity with the Namibian 
people under the leadership of SWAPO, their sole legitimate representative. 


The two delegations strongly condemn the vile aggression launched by the 
South African racist regime against the People's Republic of Mozambique and 
the People's Republic of Angola. 


The FLN and the FNDR pay tribute with respect and emotion to the African 
militants and citizens who have been victims of these racist and fascist 
crimes. 
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While reiterating their active solidarity with the fraternal peoples of the 
frontline countries, and more especially the Mozambican and Angolan peoples, 
the FLN and the FNDR urgently call on all African peoples and all progres- 
eives and democrats in the world to combat aud eliminate the apartheid regime 
in South Africa once and for all, 


With regard to the situation prevailing in the West Sahara the two delegations 
strongly condemn the pursuit of the policy of expansion and genocide followed 
by Morocco against the fraternal SDAR people. 


The FLN and the FNDR reaffirm their total and unqualified support for the 
Saharan people's struggle under the leadership of Polisario, their sole 
legitimate representative, to impose their inalienable right to independence, 
national sovereignty and respect for their national territory. 


The two delegations assert that direct negotiations between Polisario and the 
Moroccan regime are the only way of establishing a just and lasting peace in 
the West Sahara in keeping with the decisions and recommendations of the OAU 
and the nonalined movement and with the latest UN resolution. 


The two delegations hail the recent celebration of the fifth anniversary of 
the founding of the SDAR and send their warm congratulations to the fraternal 
SDAR people on the victories they are constantly winning in the military, 
diplomatic and all other spheres. 


Condemnation of the Camp David Agreements 


The two delegations are particularly concerned at the persistent tension in 
the Horn of Africa and the redeployment of imperialist forces in the region, 
and they express their deep hope for a just, peaceful and fraternal settlement 
between the countries concerned as soon as possible. 


Turning to the Middle East question the FLN and the FNDR condemned the Camp 
David agreements and their dangerous consequences for the Palestinian people 
and for the security and liberty of the Arab peoples in the region. 


The two delegations recall that there can be no all-embracing, just and lasting 
settlement in the region without the PLO's effective participation, without 
recognition of the Palestinian people's right to build an independent state 
and without a withdrawal from all the occupied territories, including 
Jerusalem. 


The two delegations strongly condemn the criminal attacks and imperialist-Zionist 
maneuvers aimed at partitioning Lebanon. They reiterate their active support 
for the fraternal Lebanese people and their progressive forces in the struggle 
to safeguard Lebanon's national unity, sovereignty and integrity. 


The FLN and the FNDR stress their acute concern at the continuation of the 
Iraqi-Iranian conflict and believe that this war is undermining the Third World's 
struggle and is likely to hinder the nonalined movement's advance and encourage 
the redeployment of imperialist forces in the region. The two delegations 
expressly call on these countries to end this fratricidal conflict by the 
peaceful path of negotiation. 
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Examining the situation in Latin America, and more especially in Central 
America and the Caribbean, the FLN and the FNDR strongly denounced the 
policy of pressure and intimidation purshed by imperialism against the 
peoples in that region, 


They reiterate their unswerving support for the struggle being waged by 
those peoples against imperialism and the dictatorships it has imposed, 
notably for the Salvadoran people's struggle to regain real national 
independence under the Sandinist Front's leadership, and for the Chilean 
resistance, 


Inter-African Cooperation and South-South [as published] Relations 


The two delegations subscribe iully to the principles, ideals and objectives 
of the nonalinement policy and recall that the nonalined movement is the 

best path for realizing peoples' aspirations to freedom, peace, justice and 
progress, They assert their confidence in this movement's ability to speed up 
the establishment of a new international economic order and to bring about the 
democratization of international financial institutions, and they recall the 
United Nations’ leading role in the global negotiations aimed at taking 
effective practical measures. 


The two delegations believe that strengthening inter-African cooperation, 
rechanneling economic relations in a south-south direction and establishing 
complementarity among the African countries’ economies without any foreign 
control will safeguard the Third World's higher interests, and they stress 
the importance of the specific proposals put forward by the president of the 
Democratic Republic of Madagascar at the nonalined summit in Havana. 


In this respect the FLN and the FNDR welcome the cooperation existing among their 
countries and reiterate their mutual desire to extend and consolidate it further 
in the interests of the two peoples. 


The Algerian delegation noted with satisfaction the Malagasy revolution's great 
achievements and important gains in building socialism. 


At the end of their talks the two delegations signed a draft agreement between 
the FLN and the FNDR for 1981-1982. 


The Algerian delegation thanked the FNDR for its fraternal and warm welcome. 
It conveyed to the fraternal Madagascan people, to the FNDR and its chairman 
Didier Ratsiraka the militant fraternity and solidarity felt by the Algerian 
people, their vanguard the FLN and its secretary general Chadli Bendjedid. 


The FNDR thanked the FLN warmly for having sent a high-ranking delegation to 
the Democratic Republic of Madagascar. It expressed to the fraternal Algerian 
people, the FLN and its secretary general Chadli Bendjedid the fraternity and 
militant solidarity felt by the Madagascan people, the FNDR and its chairman 
Comrade Didier Ratsiraka. 
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The FNDR reiterated its deep solidarity with the families of the El-Asnam 
earthquake victims and with the Algerian people in their reconstruction 
efforts. 


The FLN delegation invited an FNDR delegation to visit the Democratic and 
Popular Republic of Algeria. 


This invitation was accepted with pleasure, The date will be fixed later by 
joint agreement. 


CSO: 4400 


20 














ALGERIA 





LIST OF PROBLEMS CONFRONTING NONALIGNED MOVEMENT 
Algiers REVOLUTION AFRICAINE in French 13-19 Feb 81 p 33 


[Text] The ministerial conference on non-aligned countries, begun on 9 February 
in New Delhi, is confronted with the largest number of problems that the non- 
aligned movement has had to face so far. The questions of Afghanistan and the 
Iraqi-Iranian conflict, as well as the violations of non-aligned principles by 
certain non-aligned countries, and the divisions existing between certain members 
were added in the meantime to the old problems, which are also appearing in a 
new light. The points listed below seem to be of immediate importance and long- 
range significance. ' 


First, the group of questions dealing with violations of non-aligned principles and 
the divisions between certain non-aligned countries which are causing heated 
discussions and emphasizing all the more the divisions within the movement. 


Second, the examination of traditional crisis centers—the Near East, southern 
Africa, western Sahara, Latin America and Asia, centers which today appear in a 
new light and consequently require stronger measures to enforce the principle of 
self-determination of the people--will reveal once again the internal enemies of 
the non-aligned movement and will demonstrate that to strive toward a consensus 
may not only delay the date of liberation but distort it as well. 


Third, the question of international economic relations will give rise to recom- 
mendations that have already been formulated elsewhere. In New Delhi, they will 
at the very least be brought up to date. However, in this area as in others, the 
non-aligned will have to learn the hard way from the succession of refusals by 
developed countries. 


Of course, each state has the right to develop itself as it wishes on condition 
that it is not done at the expense of other countries and in violation of the 
cardinal principles of non-alignment. 





Fourth, the questions of Afghanistan and Kampuchea will also give rise to declara- 
tions of principles which will no doubt remain hanging until the next non-aligned 
summit, which should take place in Baghdad. 
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Fifth, the movement of the non-aligned would undertake new steps to end the 
Iraqi-lranian conflict, One is reminded that the current president of the 
ministerial conference, the Cuban minister of foreign affaire, hae already visited 
Tehran and Baghdad several times; however, it seeme that to date he has not 
obtained results. Steps umdertaken io "elgrade by a committee of good offices 
aleo failed, 


Sixth, the non-aligned movement's role and philosephy will be discussed ae well 

ae the necessity of reinforcing them by reaffirming adherence to the great princi- 
ples, namely national independence, sovereignty, territorial integrity, equality, 
and free social development of all countries. However, although these principles 
are proclaimed each time, they are constantly being violated by a certain number of 
non-aligned countries. In fact, the violators are always the same and, to date, 
no serious steps have been taken to make them adhere to the principles. 


To overcome these difficulties and contradictions, the non-aligned movement should 
start calling a epade a spade. It should no longer fear being denounced and should 
condemn those 6f ite members who do not respect ite principles and objectives. 

Once it has cleaned its own house, this movement will become a global force 

which, independent of blocs, will transform international relations. Thus, the 
most loyal members of the movement must be vigilant and etrive harder than ever to 
preserve the authenticity of the policy of nen-alignment, while safeguarding the 
original principles and contributing towards stabilizing the international situa- 
tion by fighting for the return of detente and the settlement of litigations and 
conflicts through peaceful means, based on respect for the principles of indepen- 
dence and sovereignty, territorial integrity, and equality of all countries regard- 
less of differences or similarities of their social systems and regardless of their 
adherence or nonadherence to the politico-military blocs. 


9592 
CSO: 4400 














ALGERIA 


COMMENTARY ON PRESIDENT'S VISIT TO MALI 
LD292344 Algiers APS in English 1120 GMT 29 Mar 61 
["“Commentary"=-APS headline] 


[Text}) Bamako, 29 Mar (APS)--President Ghadli Bendjedid started hie African 
tour with Mali under the mottoes of neighbourliness, cooperation and con- 
certation over the African and international current problem. 


This visit is the second--the president's first having taken place in 
March 1980, on the occasion of the Saharan states summit--and is going to 
offer opportunity for deeper exploration of the problems interesting the 
two countries. 


Conform to the age-old relations of neighbourliness, friendship, solidarity 
and fraternity between the two countries this visit will offer the opportunity 
to promote cooperation between Mali and Algeria. These will be an evaluation 
and a planning of further [words indistinct] in this field to respond to the 
two countries common aspirations and mutual understanding. 


A mutually beneficent cooperation is perceived as the best way to work for 
peace, concord and stability. Thies line of thought is conform to Algeria's 
attachment expressed by President Chadli Bendjedid on many occasions to the 
development of cooperation and solidarity with all African countries without 
exclusive--which is also in harmony with OAU recommendations especially since 
the Lagos economic summit. This attachment also inspires from the non-aligned 
recommendations on the necessity of south-south cooperation. 


It is in order to materialize all these principles of concrete cooperation and 
solidarity that President Chadli Bendjedid undertook this tour. 


Besides cooperation there are political preoccupations on schedule. At the 
moment Africa is most in need of solidarity and unity to face the danger of 
underdevelopment. 


Faced to expansionism and aggression in the north the Africans also suffer the 
reign of apartheid with its dilatory and domineering maneuvers in AustraAfrica 
[southern Africa]. 


it is for all these reasons that periodical consultations with other African head. 
of states, in Algiers or other capitals, has been among Algeria's major pre- 
occupations--for dialogue, and concertation are important elements in Algeria's 
action just as it makes of support to the just [word indistinct] and to the 
people's right to self-determination—a basic principle in Algeria's policy. 
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ALGERIA 


MINISTER RETURNS FROM USSR--Algiers, 28 Mar (APS)--Mr Abdelhamid Brahimi, the 
planning minister is back in Algiers from the USSR where he stayed a week on 
an official visit on the invitation of the Soviet Government. Mr Abdelhamid 
Brahimi had long talke with Mr Baybakov, Soviet Union Gosplan president, 

on the development of further cooperation, with the Algerian five-year-plan 
priorities taken into account together with long-term prospects orientation 
development 1980-1990. Mr Abdelhamid Brahimi aleo met Mr Skatchov, Soviet 
Foreign Trade State Committee president. The talks centered on the speeding 
up of execution of commonly agreed upon programs, and the possibilities of 
launching massive enterprises to improve land throuch the integrated develop- 
ment of steppe. The Algerian minister also examined *he possibility of 
cooperation in hydraulics with the Soviet minister, Mr Vasiliyev. The 
Algerian delegation accompanying the minister held talks in various 
institutes on environment, and territory improvement on the planning of 
investment, socio-educative development and human resources planning. [Text] 
[LD281246 Algiers APS in English 1148 GMT 28 Mar 81) 


ALGIERS MEETING ON KOREA--Algiers, 25 Mar (AFP)--Government, political or 
individual delegates from some 70 countries, including South Korean 
clandestine opposition members, are expected at a three-day international 
conference on the “independent and peaceful" reunification of Korea, opening 
here tomorrow. South Koreans present would be from the secret United 
Revolutionary Party, and also from Korean groups abroad, the chairman of 

an international liaison committee, Lucio Luzzatto of Italy, said. A number 
of nations from the region would not be present, among them China, he added. 
The conference, the third of its kind, is being organised by his committee 
and an Algerian preparatory committee, and will have a heavy representation 
from the Eastern Bloc. There will also be delegations from Japan of the 
socialist and communist parties, and the Sohyo trade union organisation, 

Mr. Luzgatto said. The deputy chairman of the Thai National Assembly vase 
also expected, and delegations from India, Pakistan, the Seychelles, 
Madagascar and many other African countries, and a Latin American and 
——— (Text) [NC251133 Paris AFP in English 1104 GMT 

5 Mar 81 
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PAPER CRITICIZES NUMAYRI-~-Manama, 23 Mar (GNA)--The Manama~based Akhbar al-Khalij 
strongly attacke Sudanese President Ja'far Numayri's move to restore normal rela- 
tions with Egypt. in ite editorial today, the paper says that by this action the 
Sudanese President has recorded the first violation of the Baghdad summit resolu- 
tions and the first retraction from the commitment to these resolutions. The paper 
then describes Numayri's commitment to these resolutions as having always been weak 
and fragile. The paper expresses surprise at Numayri's claim that he will bring 
Egypt back to the Arab fold with a new image. The paper wonders: With what new 
image will Egypt return to the Arab fold? The paper stresses that the Arab world 
wishes Egypt to return with ite old image, the Pan-Arab image. The image of an 
Egypt that has sacrificed for the sake of Arab rights, because Egypt's new image 
is the Camp David image which normalized relations with Israel, the Arabs' greatest 
enemy. (Text) [JN230737 Manama Gulf News Agency in Arabic 0610 GMT 23 Mar 81) 


LABOR BUREAU PARTICIPATION SUSPENDED--Manama, 24 Mar (GNA)--Bahrain has decided to 
suspend its participation in the activities of the Arab Labour Bureau--a body 
affiliated to the Arab labour organisation. Bahrain's Minister of Labour and 
Social Affaire, Shaykh Khalifah ibn Salman ibn Muhammad al Khalifah, cabled Bahrain's 
decision to the director-general of the Arab Labour Bureau, Mr al-Hashimi Banani. 
The minister said this decision was taken in view of the bureau's adopting certain 
stands that contravene the constitution of the Arab labour organisation and the 
regulations and procedures of the Arab Labour Conference. The minister explained 
that the bureau did not object to the funds allocated to the International Federa- 
tion of Arab Trade Unions in the Arab labour organisation's budget for the year 
1982 although the dratt proposal submitted by a team of workers for this purpose 
was not put before the Arab Labour Conference for debate. The whole matter, the 
minister pointed out, was not among the topics on the agenda of the Arab Labour 
Conference. Furthermore, the minister added, the Arab Labour Bureau did not object 
to the addition of a member from the secretariat of the International Federation of 
Arab Trade Unions to the Trade Union Liberties Committee even though this contra- 
dicted the regulations of the committee itself. [Text] {JN24160]1 Manama Gulf News 
Agency in English 1550 GMT 24 Mar 81) 
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HIGH LEVEL OFFICIAL DISCUSSES COURSE, OUTCOME OF WAR 
Doha AL-RAYAH in Arabic 14 Feb 81 pp 1, 11 


[Article by Salih Zaytun: “A Decisive Iraqi Offensive Against Iran If Iran Does 
Not Respond to International Efforts." First three paragraphs previously 
published in FBIS DAILY REPORT Middle East and Africa, 18 Feb 61 pp E 1-2) 


[Text/ A senior Iraqi official has hinted that his country {1s preparing to wage 

a wide-scale offensive in a month's time to put an end for good to the war with 

Iran. The Iraqi official, Tahir Tewfiq, Revolutionary Command Counci! member and 

minister of industry and minerals, said, however, that Iraq is ready to end this 

war through negotiations and by responding to all international efforts, whether 

ae stem from the United Nations, the Nonaligned Movement or the Islamic Con- 
rence. 





In an interview with the Qatari paper AL-RAYAH today. Tawfiq said that the war 
with Iran took place to check Iran and regain Arab rights. He added: Iraq's 
conditions for ending the war are based on the restoration of these rights and 
putting an end to Iran's transgressions in order to devote efforts to development. 


Concerning the effect on Iraq's development process of the suspension of Iraqi 

oi] production at the beginning of the war and the lower level of of] exports at 
present, Tawfiq said: Our economic situation is excellent, and we can proceed 
with the development process for another 2 and one half years without exporting any 
quantities of ofl. 


He added, “It is true that the volumes of of] exported have been affected, for 
security reasons, but our good financial situation will prevent negative effects 
on development plans, and this may be attributed to the fact that we had made cal- 
culations for this sort of war and taken all capabilities into account for it." 


Regarding his opinion on joint Arab and Gulf projects, including the signing of 

a contract to establish the aluminum rolling company, in which Iraq is represented, 
Mr Tahir Tawfiq said: “All the industries that have been established or are 
proposed represent only a small percentage of Arab needs. There is broad scope 

for every country to find a full opportunity to develop and build through joint 
cooperation, coordination and action. 
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The Iraq! minister praised the Gulf Industrial Investment Company, which has pro- 
vided the first fruits of its activities, the aluminum rolling project. He ex- 
—* that the organization would make successful atrides toward ise objec- 


ves of following upon its projects on the soil of « her Arab countries. However, 
the minister did refer with interest to the need to use Arab experts in these pro- 
jects and called upon specialized Arab organizations to contribute their part in 
supporting fields of joint activity. 


On the war's destructive effects on the Iraqi economy, Mr Tawfiq, who was attending 
the celebration of the signing of the establishment of the Gulf Aluminum ny 

in Manamah, said: “We believe that one of the objectives of the war is to delay 
and obstruct the process of development and construction which Iraq has *8 
witnessed in accordance with carefully studied scientific planning since the 1 
revolution. We realize this goal, on which the Zionist and imperialist enemies 

of the Arab nation are agreed. 


"I can state that Iran has not advanced by a process of comprehensive upsurge on 
various levels. Therefore we in Iraq had expected the war and made the necessary 
preparation for it in advance, militarily and economically, taking consideration 
of the fact that the war would obstruct progress. Therefore, we did what was in 
our to thwart the scheme by deepening the planning and development process 
so that it would not be eames to rapid effects by the war. However, we believe 
that our guarantees for a life of dignity and sovereignty will come about through 
development; we have a formula which says t'.¢ backwardness equals weakness just 


as progress equals strength." 


He added that the construction rates in the 1980 plan were good and did not reflect 
the state of war with Iran. In fact the h plan for this r, 1981, is pro- 
ceeding in accordance with a growth rate 28 percent above the level for last year, 
for which allocations came to $25 billion. 


The Iraqi minister and Revolutionary Command Counci! member went on to say that 
there has been a growth of more than 18 t in the industrial field and that 
there are expectations that this rate will remain lower than expected in view of 
forecasted rise in prices. 


He pointed out that next year, 1982, would witness the start of production, in 
cement projects signed for up to today, of more than 23 million tons, and in tile 
and tile substitutes of more than 7 billion units, and that electricity capacity 
in 1985 would come to more than 10,000 megawatts. There is the modernization and 
exoansion process in the machine industries, same as in the food and metal indus- 
tries; for example, we will produce more than 4 million tons of fertilizer in 1985. 


11887 
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TRAQ 





KURDISH STRUGGLE IN IRAN GREETED 
JWO11558 Baghdad Domestic Service in Bahdinani Kurdish 1700 GT 31 Mar 81 


[Text] Brother Kurds in Iran's Kordestan: Revolutionary greetings to you, 
greetings of sacrifice and struggle to you while you are standing fast, 
carrying arms, facing enemy guns and launching fierce attacks against the 
enemy of mankind. Greetings to you in Mahabad, Sanandaj, Azerbayjan and 
Paveh. Greetings to you while you are launching fierce attacks against 
the guards of charlatan Khomeyni, devil of Qom and Tehran. Greetings to 
you at a time when you are flocking to the battlefronts, raising the 
banner of victory and humanity on the peaks of the Kordestan mountains. 


Revolutionary greetings to you. 


Dear listeners, brother Kurds: The Kurdish Peshmergas in Iran's Kordestan 
have recently escalated their attacks against the positions of the Khomeyni 
army, guards, agents and mercenaries. The Kurdish Peshmergas in Iran's 
Kordestan have been able to deal painful blows to this clique and to seize 
large quantities of weapons and ammunition, including field guns. They have 


also killed a number of Khomeyni guards. 


Yes, dear listeners: The Kurds have not forgotten what happened in Iran's 
Kordestan whether in Mahabad, Paveh, Azerbayjan or Sanandaj as a result of 
the attacks launched by charlatan Khomeyni Phantom planes and napalm bombs 
against these towns. The Kurds do not forget how the Khomeyni guards killed 
children and young people in front of their parents by shooting or hanging. 
The Kurds have not forgotten Khalkhali's executions without trial. 





The Kurdish Peshmergas and the Kurdish people in Iran's Kordestan have taken 
up arms and chosen the path of liberation. They will not devia’> from this 
path and will continue their struggle and sacrifice until they achieve their 
aims whatever the obstacles and difficulties. The Kurdish Peshmergas are 
today revolutionaries in Iran's Kordestan and will deal heavy blows to the 
Khomeyni clique. Khomeyni must know full well that he can never uproot the 
Kurds from Iran's territory because it has been watered by the blood of 
martyrs as well as the blood of Al-Qadi, Salah Al-Din and Kawah, whose 1 ots 
stretch wide and deep in the land. 


Greetings to all the Iranian peoples. Victory will be the lot of the Iranian 
peoples. Death and disgrace to the clique of turbans in Qom and Tehran. 
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TRAQ 


ERRATUM: U.S. NAVAL PRESENCE IN PERSIAN GULF ATTACKED 


In JPRS 77632 of 20 March 1981 No. 2290 of this 
series, please make the following changes to 
article titled as above: 


On page 26, para 4, line 1, "US $3 million and 4 million” should read 
"US $3 and $4 billion". 


On page 27, para 2, line 3, the sentence beginning “Petras went on..." 
should read: Petras went on to say that this means that Washington 

will continue to “support Israeli policy (with the assistance of Egypt) 
of military occupation of strategic areas in the middle east, neutralize 
the ‘enemy’ through harassment, and make preparations for long term 
military occupation of regions having economic and strategic importance." 
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IRANIANS URGED TO RISE--Tomorrow is the celebration of the day on which the 
regime, which made Khomeyni Iran's dictator, which is killing the children 
of Iran and which has (?inflicted the Iranian nation) with poverty and 
calamity, came to power. Oh Iranians, do not go. Do not participate in 
the march, and if you go, go to struggle. Go to render blows on the regime. 
Oh Iranian patriots and Muslims, do not go to the march tomorrow and if you 
go, do so in order to render blows. Together with other Iranian groups 
which are fed up with oppression and harshness, to the lying and greedy 
rulers of Tehran. Tomorrow the streets of Tehran will witness riots. Tehran 
will repeat the revolution of 2 years ago and will shout for freedom. Oh 
Iranians, (?go to the streets) of Tehran and write "death to Mullahs," "death 
to the executioner" everywhere. Do not fear the revolution guards. They 
are so few that they are not prepared to confiont the risen people of Iran. 
Do not be afraid. Remmber the crimes committed by the Mullahs of Iran. 
Recall the unlimited massacres committed by them. Look at your country, 
your city or town and to your dark and bereaved home and (?think) of 
tomorrow. Make tomorrow the day of the people's auspicious struggle and 
overthrow the so-called Islamic Republic which is neither a republic nor 
Islamic. Rise Oh Iranians. Rise tomorrow and gain your rights. May God 
be with you. [Excerpt] [NCO11744 Baghdad Radio in Persian to Iran 0600 GMT 
1 Apr 81) 


COMMUNIST PARTY ANNIVERSARY--Today is the 47th anniversary of the Iraqi 
Communist Party, which was established on 31 March 19%. The following 
is the text of a cable sent by the Central Committee of the leadership 
of the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan to the militant Iraqi Communist 
Party on the anniversary of its establishment: To the Iraqi Communist 
Party Central Committee: revolutionary greetings. In the name of the 
Patriotic Union of Kurdistan Leadership, we congratulate you, your 
members and your Peshmerga on the occasion of the 47th anniversary of 
the establishment of your militant party. We hope that the celebrations 
on this occasion will take place in the trenches and positions of honor 
and dignity under the canopy of the Iraqi revolution until the fascist 
regime in Baghdad is toppled. We must intensify our struggle to achieve 
victory and the objectives of the Iraqi National Democratic Front. We 
wish you happiness and success. [Signed] The Patriotic Union of 
Kurdistan Leadership, 31 March 1981. [Text] [JN311810 (Clandestine) 
Voice of Iraqi Revolution in Surani Kurdish 1510 GMT 31 Mar 81] 
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CHINESE PREMIER RECEIVES MINISTER--Chinese Vice Premier Ji Pengfei this 
morning received Jordanian Supply Minister Ibrahim Ayyub in Peking. 

During this meeting, the Chinese official expressed his country's support 
for Jordan and the Arab states in their struggle against Israeli aggression 
and asserted that China has not established any relations with Israel. 

He also denied the existence of any trade relations between China and 
Israel. Ji Pengfei expressed the hope that China's relations with Jordan 


will continue to prosper. [Text] [JN311349 Amman Domestic Service 
in Arabic 1200 GMT 31 Mar 81] 
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KUWAIT 


BRIEFS 


BOYCOTT DECISION CLARIFLED--It was confirmed yesterday that the decisions issued 

in Abu Dhabi to boycott the Rolis Royce Company had nothing to do with Rolls Royce 
automobiles. The boycott decisions involve the Rolls Royce Motors Company Limited-- 
the government-owned company which concluded a contract with a French company 
recently--a contract to which the boycott rules apply. The Rolls Royce Automobile 
Company is privately-owned and produces the well-known automobiles and it is not 
the one meant by the boycott decision. A spokesman for the UAE office for the 
boycott of Israel has stated that the decision taken recently regarding the British 
Rolls Royce Company involves one kind of engine only. The spokesman explained that 
the decision does not involve the automobiles produced bv the company but is con- 
fined to the turbomeca RR engine, whether it is im,wrted from the company itself 

or from Rolls Royce Motors holdings. He added that the decision to boycott the 
engine was taken after the British company participated in producing it with the 
French Turbomeca Company againet which boycott measures have been applied since 
1972. [Text] [LD201333 Kuwait AL-SIYASAH in Arabic 16 Mar 81 p 6] 


RDF COMMENTARY--Kuwait, 21 Mar (KUNA)--Extracts from Kuwaiti editorials Saturday: 

AR RA'Y AL~‘AAM on the Arab attitude toward the Soviets and the Americans: "Since 
the U.S. announced its intention to form the rapid deployment force we said that 
this force was not intended to be against the Soviet danger but rather against the 
‘Arab petroleum danger’. “The report released yesterday by the American administra- 
tion which said that the rapid deployment force will not be able to stop any Soviet 
attack against the Gulf area even after ten years came to confirm that the Americans 
have reason enough not to claim that this force can confront the Soviets in our 
region. “The rapid deployment force and the American bases aim at imposing hegemony 
on the Arab oil countries and prevent the participation of oil in the Arab national 
causes, particularly the Arab-Israeli conflict. "Those Arabs who seek American 
bases in their countries are doing so either out of inner fear or out of hatred for 
the Soviet Union. But in both cases they are trying to avoid their national commit- 
ments. “The peoples of Poland and Afghanistan have no such fear of the Soviets." 
[Text] [JN241601 Manama Gulf News Agency in English 1550 GMT 24 Mar 81) 
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LEBANON 


FOREIGN MINISTRY'S BUDGET ANNOUNCED 
Beirut AL-SAFIR in Arabic 13 Jan 81 p 3 


[Article: "Finance Committee Approves Budget for Foreign Ministry: 68,960,000 
Lebanese Pounds") 


{[Text] Yesterday morning, the parliamentary finance and budget committee approved 
the proposed budget for the Foreign and Expatriates Affairs Ministry, as submitted 
by the cabinet. 


The figures of the Foreign Ministry's budget, in its three chapters, reached 
68,960,600 Lebanese pounds, of which 2,504,000 Lebanese pounds have been allotted 
to the central administration department. These figures represent an increase of 
731,000 Lebanese pounds over and above last year's allocations; 56,352,000 Lebanese 
pounds have been set aside for diplomatic missions, an increase of $9,529,700 
Lebanese pounds. 


The committee also approved the second chapter of the proposed budget concerning the 
Ministry of Health. At the same time, it postponed debating certain items relevant 
to the Ministry's central laboratory after an announcement had been made by Joseph 
Hatim, director of the laboratory, in which he requested a budget of 4 million 
Lebanese pounds. The proposed budget contains an allocation of only 2,221,000 
Lebanese pounds for the laboratory. 


It is expected, however, that the cabinet will approve the controversial increase 
before the finance committee approves it. This is because there are no surplus 
funds in the budget to guarantee such an increase and because the proposed increase 
requires security at least equivalent to the treasury surplus. 


Those who were present at yesterday's session, which was presided by representative 
Mikhail al-Dahir, were the ministers of Foreign and Expatriates Affairs, Finance 

and Public Health: Fu'ad Butrus, ‘Ali al-Khalil and Nazih al-Bizri. In addition, 
chere were Mahmud ‘Ammar, Minister of State, and representatives: Maurice Zawain, 
Fu'ad Lahud; Raif Samara; Munif al-Khatib; the general director of the Public Health 
Ministry, Dr Robert Sa‘adah; the director of Health Care Center, Dr Fawzi Ma‘ luli; 
the director of the Central Research Center, Dr Joseph Hatim; and budget director 

of the Ministry of Finance, Joseph Abu Marun. 


At the end of the meeting which lasted from 1030 am to 1300 pm, Mr Dahir said: the 
meeting was set up to debate the budget for the Ministry of Foreign and Expatriate 
Affairs and that the committee passed the cabinet version of the budget. 


33 











The committee also debated the budge for the Ministry of Health's Central Research 
Center. It approved several items and postponed debating several others until the 
cabinet reconvenes to discuss these and several other requests for increases. 


The committee also approved the second part of the Ministry of Health's proposed 
budget concerning equipment and installations. 


Mr al-Dahir also announced the agenda for the committee and said that today it will 
debate the proposed budget for the Ministry of Finance and its various departments 
including customs, surveyance and lottery. Next Monday it will debate the budget 
for the Ministry of Housing and Cooperatives and for the Ministry of Tourism. Next 
Tuesday, it will discuss the proposed budget for the ministries of Agriculture and 
Economics. 
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LEBANON 


ECONOMIC PROGRESS IN JUNIYAH REPORTED 
Beirut AL~'AMAL in Arabic 8 Jan 81 p 6 


[Article by Antoine al-Reef, president of the council of bank employees in Kasrawan- 
al-Futuh region: "The Miracle of the Lebanese Economy in Juniyah - Envigorating 
Activity in the Fields of Banking, Commerce and Structure; The Problem Lies in 
Limited Employment Opportunities"] 


[Text] Six years after the war broke out, the banking system in Lebanon proved that 
it could firmly withstand the difficulties it faced. It became the backbone of 

the Lebanese economy. Since the events began and until now, the trend of increased 
bank deposits has reflected the increased confidence the system has earned through 
uninterrupted banking services to its customers no matter what the circumstances 
have been. There is no doubt that the banking system's ability to polarize has 

been the result of several factors among which are: a free banking system; nonre- 
strictive money conversions; a concessionary banking law; and the free zone banking 
law. 


What is the present status of the banks in Juniyah? If we were to examine the 
situation with the naked eye and draw a comparison between the years 1970 and 1981, 
it would appear to us that several existing banks in and around Juniyah have 
evolved. At the outset of the war, Juniyah had only 8 banks. There are now 25. 

We note that foreign banks had no branches and Juniyah had only a handful of na- 
tional banks. The number has tripled since then, and this is proof that Juniyah 
maintains a enviable flourishing economy and stability in its security system. [t 
would be worth noting, at this point, that during the war, most of the banks had 
vacated their offices due to their unsafe locations. At the same time, they 

opened more than one branch in more than one city. 


Of the most prominent probleme facing the banking sector is the increasing financial 
burdens such as overhead, costs of establishing banks and the high costs of serv- 
ices. At the same time, banks are suffering from limited proper opportunities in 
the field of employment especially in the production projects area. 


The banking sector, which has continued developing and remained actively effective 
throughout the difficult years, proves beyond a doubt that it has passed the dan- 
gerous curve and is now safe from any setbacks. 


Activities in the commercial, structural] and economic sectors are well underway in 
Juniyah. The citizen still believes in the Lebanese miracle and in individual) 
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undertaking. The citizen also has unlimited faith in the banke. The proof for that 
is the continuous flow of deposits from abroad into Lebanese banks such as from the 
Gulf region and the Emirates since the war broke out between Iran and Iraq. Beirut 
has thus proven to be the financial market of the middle east. One internal problem 
of concern to the citizen, whether he is from Juniyah or eleewhere, is the varying 
interest rates banke offer. Regretably, banks have not reached an agreement to 
unify interest rates on credite and debite. 


The fact that the Bank of Lebanon has a branch in Juniyah benefite other banks. The 
Bank of Lebanon has a branch in Juniyah benefits other banks. The Bank of Lebanon is 
a national inetitution established in Auguet, 1963, according to banking and Lending 
laws. It has been granted wide powers according to a law issued in 1973. According 
to this law, the Bank of Lebanon has to maintain the banking system in Lebanon and 
the value of the Lebanese pound; insure the stability of foreign currency and mon- 
itor the developments of financial markets. It aleo oversees that banks have enough 
liquidity, 


On May 7, 1967, a law was passed prohibiting the issuance of new bank licenses for 

a period of 5 years. This period was extended for another 5 years. However, in 
1977, a new law was passed permitting the issuance of new licenses. Since then, the 
Bank of Lebanon has issued 12 new licenses. 


According to a decision taken by the central council on December 2, 1980, stating 
that beginning January 1, 1981, the promulgation of bank license number 277 voids 
and annule bank licenses number 251 and 268 (which amended number 21) and which 
stated that money lent to the private sector must be in Lebanese currency. The new 
decision frees lending money from any prescribed currency limitations. 


The decision taken by the governor of the Bank is both wise and practical. It will 
receive positive results from various economic levels. It shall contribute to the 
vitalization of commercial institutions through insuring necessary Liquidity. 


The development of the banking system in Juniyah has given hope and security to the 
citizen as well as increased confidence to enable him to face challenges and diffi- 
culties. It also predicts a period of growth and prosperity to the city of Juniyah 
which, along with its natural beauties, may become entitled to become the model city 








for Lebanon. 

LISTING OF BANKS IN JUNIYAH AND ITS SURROUNDINGS 

AFTER EVENTS, NUMBER HAS RISEN FROM 7 TO 25 

Name of Bank Its Location 
Bank of Lebanon Juniyah 
The British Bank of the Middle East Junihay 
The Development Bank of Lebanon Juniyah 
The Mediterranean Bank Zawk Mikayel 
The Advancement and Commerce Bank (Ad Com Bank) Juniyah and Zawk Mikayel 
Audeh Bank Juniyah 
The French - Lebanese Bank Juniyah 
al-Mashriq Bank Zawk Misbeh 
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Trad ~ Credit Lyonnais Banque Juniyah 
Banque Nacional de Paris Juniyah 
Byblos Juntyah 
The Brasilian - Lebanese Bank Juntyah 
France Banque Juniyah and Sarba 
The Lebanese Bank for Commerce Juniyah 
Saradar Juntyah 
The Bank of Syria and Lebanon Juniyah 
The Beirut Bank for Commerce Juniyah 
The Peoples Credit Bank Junityah 
The Federal Bank of Lebanon Juniyah 
The Bank of Egypt and Lebanon Jun iyah 
The International Bank for Credit and 

Commerce (Lebanon) Juniyah 
The Lebanese Credit Bank Sawk Mikayel 
The Chartered Bank Juntyah 
9770 
CSO: 4802 
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LEBANON 


TOURISM SAID TO BRK VITAL FOR JUNIYAH PROGRESS 
Beirut AL~'AMAL in Arabic 8 Jan 81 p 6 


[Article: "Mr Shiha: Tourists are the Livelihood of Commerce; A Promising Future 
for Juntyah") 


(Text) The president of the council of merchants in Juniyah, Mr. Antoine Shiha, 
affirmed that Junihah has a promising future especially since immense projects to 
encourage touriem are underway which would help attract foreign tourists to Lebanon 
and thus stimulate the commercial activity. In general, tourism in Lebanon is of 
great importance. It is the supporting post to the commercial sector, and commerce 
cannot survive alone on local sales. 


He went on to say he hoped that the government would assist, as much as possible, 
in the construction of a major tourist port to stimulate tourism, and subsequently, 
commerce. He said until now Lebanon has survived solely on individual efforts. 


He also assured that prices in Juniyah are very moderate in comparison with other 
cities and regions, contrary to what is being said about the high cost of living. 
It might be said that prices in Juniyah are lower than in other areas. 


Mr. Shiha also hoped for improvements to be made in the areas of tourism, telephone 
and telex services, and especially in electric service which does not function any 
better than the telephone service. Electricity is cut off during long intervals 
amd no one cares. This hurts the merchant and his concerns. 


As for the location of Juniyah, he said it is excellent. Regretfully, however, 
the Lebanese makes a living from the beauty of Lebanon and the government neglects 
that beauty. If snow accumulation causes roads to become impassable, the person 
would then be detained up to three days before the government sends help to open 
up the roads. This example truly ascertains the fact that Lebanon stands on the 
efforts made by individuals alone. 


He anticipated that Juniyah will have a promising commercial future because tourist 
activity is constantly increasing which will have a positive effect on commerce. 
Tourist projects cause tourists to flow into Lebanon. It is the tourist who can 
vitalize and develop commerce. During the events, commerce evolved dramatically 
due to the influx of people into Juniyah. However, tourists alone are the 














livelihood of commerce which cannot thrive alone on local sales. After the events, 
activity in Juniyah subsided somewhat, but ite future ie expected to flouriah 
greatly. 


He insisted on the importance of keeping up with the old tradition and style of 
the city of Juniyah which has been quite popular. The merchante have done a lot 
to keep it that way. 
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LEBANON 


BRIEFS 


ARMS DEAL~-Sharjah-AL-KHALIJ--The AL-KHALIJ newspaper learned from informed security 
sources that an arms deal worth millions of dollars has been completed between the 
Phalange party and a European country (believed to be West Germany). These sources 
&.e0 mentioned that financing the arms deal had been completed through an Arab 
country. It has also been mentioned that West Germany had earlier supplied various 
military equipment to the Phalange party, in addition to providing them with ex- 
perts in the fields of communications and information to help set up the television 
station which began functioning just a few days ago. On the other hand, for two 
nights and until yesterday night, the Phalangists flared up the situation along 

the contiguous commercial sector and the Sodeco region. This outbreak coincides 


with the Phalangists' call for the withdrawal of the deterrent forces. [Text] 
[Sharjah AL~KHALIJ 14 Jan 81 p 1) 
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LIBYA 


Al-QADHDHAFT ADDRESSES WOMEN REVOLUTIONARIES 
Paris BULISTIN QUCTIDIEN DE L'AGENCE JAMAHIRIYA-PRESSE in French 13 Feb 81 pp 2-5 
[Speech by Chief of State al-Qadhdhafi in Benghasi; date not specified | 


[Text] Benghasi, ® Rabial Thani, 13 February (JAMAHIRIYA NEWS AGENCY)--The leader 
of the revolution has proclaimed the imperative need to have--during the present 
pDhase--a movement comparable to that of the revolutionary nuns: a movement able to 
adapt to the revolutionary committees and to surmount a dangerous turning point in 
history, in order to defeat America, the Israeli, the forces of exploitation, anid 
underdevelopment and thereby to do away with frontiers, regain our dignity and 
guarantee our existence. 


In the course of the important statements he made during his meeting with the pio- 
neers of the women's revolutionary formations, the leader of the revolution de- 
clared that the revolutionary nuns are like the Christian nuns who devote thenselves 
to Ghrist. He said the entire world needs them today, for they constitute an impor- 
tant movement that delivers an historic message. Revolutionary action, the Jihad, 
the religious life, and mysticism generate serenity, he declared, and added: “We 
have need of a philosophical revolutionary culture so as not to live on the side- 
of life, covered over with a heavy veil.” 


We have need of the movement of the revolutionary nuns, he declared, because we 
believe that the movement of the Christian nuns represents a challenge to Muslia 
women. 


The leader of the revolution urged the Libyan revolutionary women to take a profound 
interest in this new movement, to subscribe to it and to join it. 


He invited the heads of households, and all active elements of society, to leave no 
stone unturned in bringing this movement to fruition and to give no credence to the 
simplistic concept that views women in a superficial manner. 


The leader of the revOlution declared that these revolutionary formations were the 
first organized revolutionary activities to be spontaneously self-created as a cadre 
of action. He said they had assembled the first vanguard revolutionary elements, 
who then proceeded to operate within the framework which | omselves created. 


T believe--the colonel said--that the revolutionary formations are the first sponta- 
neous revolutionary initiative taken by the popular masses following the movement of 
the free unionist officers. He added that the elements which organized the revolu- 


tionary formations are genuinely revolutionary elements, for they expect neither 
reward nor thanks. 
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The action of these formations--he continued--helped to create a revolutionary 
climate which made possible the emergence of the revolutionary movement which 
preceded the advent of the movement of the revolutionary committves,. 


The pioneers of the women's revolutionary formations very early waved the flag of 
the revolution and confronted the serious social and political challenges. 


The leader of the revolution paid tribute to the role played by the revolutionary 
formations, which incited the masses to exercise power and urged thea to confront 
their enenies. 


He likewise paid tribute to the manner in which these formations helped to rouse 
the masses during the years which preceded the appearance of the revolutionary 


colonialism. The existence of these governments lesds us to believe that we have 


not yet achieved social liberation but are still in a stage of political liberation. 


This stage--the leader of the revolution declared--demanis that all forces hostile 
to colonialisa, and in particular those in the Arab fatherland, unite to achieve 
political liberation and the elimination of those governments whose existence must 
be regarded as a continuation of the colonial presence ani the bases of that 


presence. 


When we set out on the road to social liberation--the leader of the revolution 
continued--we collided with the “reclaimed” revolution, which was attempting to 
deprive the revolution of its revolutionary social content. We were successful in 


foiling this attempt, because our interests--the interests of the oppressed popular 


and vroletarian masses--compelled us to defeat this “reclaimed” force, which is 
nothing more than a substitute for colonialisa. 


The leader of the revolution invited the masses of the Arab nation to cast off .neir 


chains and do away with all pressures in order to liberate themselves by their own 
efforts. So long as the Arab nation remains in chains--he declared--the Israeli 
will march, under an American umbrella, into holy places, over the oil wells, ani 
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upon the strategic positions, in an explicit attempt to build a racist war-mongering 
empire in the Arab fatherland and push the Arabs back thousands of years. For our 
part, if we do not begin to act in a positive manner this situation will remain 
unchanged and only selfish and exploitative forces will profit thereby, as was the 
case when these forces exploited the Libyan people and seised everything, abandoning 
the Libyan people and leaving them to live in huts so that they could build palaces 
for themselves, seise the land, and send their money abroad. 


In his important statements the leader of the revolution declared that the situation 
was extremely bad ani that we must continue to fight, to struggle, to sacrifice 
ourselves, to shed our sweat and blood until victory is won in this stage of our 
journey. He said the revolution rejects bourgeois thinking, ani he called attention 
to the fact that t). stage through which we are passing is not a time for harem or 
for hoarding gold or silver. It is not a time--he continued--for palaces, for big 
luxurious automobiles, or for tourism. This kind of thinking, he said, is based on 
ignorance and simplistic thinking and implies a serious lack of capacity for anal- 
ysis. 


If this nation wishes to be victorious--he declared--it must not differentiate be- 
tween men and women during this stage, for the enemy is taking aim at each and every 
one of us and we must confront him using every weapon. All of us--men and women-- 
must organize ourselves, train ourselves to use these weapons, and fight our enemy. 


The bullets--and the life-generating electronic and agricultural equipment--with 
which we combat the enemy are more precious than gold, or silver, or silk, or 
palaces. It appears that the present stage of the journey is the stage of the great 
challenge which has been hurled at the virility of every Arab citizen, for virility 
consists of fighting the enemy and carrying out the revolution so as to create at 
least one base that will enable us to have freedom of movement and combat the enemy. 


Bvery revolutionary--he said in conclusion--man or woman, must think in terms of 
this stage and of martyrdom, with the goal of liberating Palestine and the occupied 
Arad territories, which have been despoiled by the enemy and by colonialisna. 
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LIBYA 


SRIEFS 


RENGHAZI PUBLIC SERVICE PROJECTS--Benghazi, 7 Rabiil al Alkher, 12 February 
(JAMAHTRIYA NEWS AGENCY)--The leader of the great 1 September revolution has made a 
tour of inspection of the public service projects under construction in Benghazi. 
Speaking in honor of the occasion, the secretary of the general people's committee 
on pu lic services called attention to the volume of expenditures on public service 
projects, stating that contracts totaling “#79 million dinars had been signed for 
this purpose during 1980. Projects carried out to date, however, have a total 

value of 24,760,709 dinars, not counting the 277,316 [as published] dinars which 
represent expenditures in 1980 that are authorised in budgetary appropriations 
for the 1981-1982 public services transformation plan--appropriations which call for 
a total expenditure of 840 million dinars. Overall, the transformation plan involves 
public service construction projects representing a total expenditure of 1.2 billion 
dinars. He stated that a total of 100 million dinars had been expended on the laying 
of utility mains in Benghasi as of 3 December 1980, while water projects have ab- 
sorbed 25 million dinars and all other projects 87 million dinars, including 20 
million dinars expended on roads and bridges. As of 30 December the total value of 
contracts signed for the execution of public service projects in the sunicipality of 
Benghazi was 305,7°5,000 dinars, not counting the contracts signed in February of 
this year, which totaled 99 million dinars. The 1981-1985 public services transfor- 
mation plan provides for the following additional ex tures: 1) water projects, 
39 million di + 2) roads, 156 million dinars; 3) utility mains, 164 million 
dinars. (tent Paris BULLETIN QUOTIDIEN DE L'AGENCE JAMAHIRIYA-PRESSE in French 

12 Feb 81 p 2 0992 


TRIPOLI PORT TRAFFIC--Tripoli, 14 Rabial Thani, 19 February (JAMAHIRIYA NEWS 
AGENCY)--a total of 192 ships cast anchor in the seaport of Tripoli during last 
January, representing a total tonnage of 241,690 tons of cargo. During the same 
period a total of 198 ships departed the port of Tripoli. [ ‘| ' — lees 
QUOTIDIEN DE L'AGENCE JAMAHIRIYA-PRESSE in French 20 Febd &1 > 8) 0992 








C50: 4fO0 


44 








MAURITANIA 





OULD HAYDALA MESSAGE TO OAU 
AB231808 Nouakchott Domestic Service in French 1400 GMT 23 Mar 81 


(Text) Lieutenant Colonel Mohamed Khouna Ould Haydala, president of the 
Military Committee for National Salvation [CMSN] and head of state, has 
sent a message to the OAU current chairman, Mr Siaka Stevens, president of 
Sierra Leone. The message reads as follows: 


I have the honor to brief you on the following facts: In a further move to 
force our country to share the same views and eventually turn it into a 
satellite country, Morocco has just carried out a terrorist raid inside our 
territory in our capital with the help of mercenaries, thus disregarding the 
most elementary regulations of international law and deliberately violating 
the charters of the OAU and the Arab League as well as the spirit of the 
nonalined movement. 


If successful, the raid would have been the prelude to an invasion of our 
country by the Royal Armed Forces. I have complete documents comprising formal 
and irrefutable evidence of that unjustifiable act of aggression and if the 
need arises, I will put it at your disposal. 


I especially draw your attention to the most serious character of this situation 
with regard to peace and mutual understanding in the subregion. 


Also, I want to reaffirm our constant desire to make negotiations and dialogue 
prevail over tensions and conflicts. However, I will make it clear that our 
proud people who have mobilized themselves and our armed forces which are 
prepared for war, stand united by the CMSN and government and remain vigilant 
and ready to foil any attempt from whatever source it is and ensure full respect 
for our sovereignty and our independence within our borders. 


With regard to the issue of the Western Sahara, our country has withdrawn from 
the conflict and always maintained its neutrality. At the same time, it has 
continued to promote the interest of the subregion by contributing to a just 
and lasting solution to the situation. In the face of this exceptional develop- 
ment and the unforseeable consequences which any reckless more by Moroccan 
authorities may lead to, I urgently appeal to you so that you will use your 
authority to put an end to the flagrant aggressions which Morocco is carrying 
out against my country. 


In any case, if Morocco does not heed the call, rest assured that it alone will 
bear the full responsibility of any situation that might arise. I would be 
grateful to you if you would have this text sent to all OA! members. Highest 
fraternal consideration. 


CSO: 4400 
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MAURITANIA 


BRIEFS 


SDAR MINISTER VISITS--Lt Col Mohamed Khouna Ould Haydala, chairman of the 
Military Committee for National Salvation and head of state, received the 
Saharan Democratic Arab Republic's Minister of Information Mohamed Salim 
Ould Sadek this morning. Prime Minister Ahmed Ould Bneijara also received 
the Saharan information minister, who arrived in Nouakchott yesterday. 
(Text ] ([LD242348 Nouakchott Domestic Service in Arabic 2030 GMT 24 Mar 81) 








SUDAN 


KHARTOUM COMMISSIONER INTERVIEWED ON LOCAL PROBLEMS 
Khartoum AL~AYYAM in Arabic 2 Feb 81 pp 6-7 


[Interview With Shaykh Idris Manna', Khartoum Commissioner, by Ahmad al-Bilal al- 
Tayyib; "Concerns of Capital's Inhabitants in First Press Interview With Capital's 
New Commissioner; Khartoum Commissioner: No Decision We Make Is Sacred; My Concept 
of Control by Provincial Councils Doesn't Mean That They Issue Orders and Restric- 
tions and Receive Reports When Instructions Are Issued Establishing These Councils 
But... We Cannot Begin New Housing Plan if We Cannot Complete Old Plan; No Return 
to Kiosks and We Will Carry on With Popular Markets; Previous Decisions Had Nothing 
To Do With Persons") 


[Text] The dossier of the capital's crises abounds with a lot that is interesting. 
There is the concern over the new housing plan, the strife for a plot of land, the 
elimination of kiosks, the storm created by the crushing crisis in the public trans- 
portation means, the deteriorating conditions of the roads that has come to pose a 
real danger to vehicles, the black market that has turned white, and quite openly 
so, and other problems. 


The contents of this dossier and the perplexing questions on the mind of the capi- 
tal's citizen were the main target of this interview which is the first comprehensive 
interview given by the new Khartoum Commissioner after promulgation of the prov- 
ince's new administration law, keeping in mind that the commissioner is immersed 
these days up to his ears in the tasks of the transition period during which some 

of the previous powers and responsibilities will be transferred to the national 
ministries. A reading of the ideas of Shaykh Idris Manna’ at this particular time 
will undoubtedly contribute to crossing many of the tt's and dotting many of the 
ii's. So let us proceed to the details of the interview. 


New Law and Citizens' Concerns 


[Question] At the outset of the nearly 2-hour interview I conducted with the Khar- 
toum Commissioner ° «office in the Province Headquarters last Wednesday evening, 
I asked: 


Before promulgation of the new province administration law, you worked as the deputy 
commissioner of Khartoum and here you are now holding the position of commissione. 
after promulgation of the law. In view of your previous position and of your em oark- 
ing on your new tasks, what is your visualization of the new law from the angle of 
its ability to deal with the citizens’ concerns? 
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[Answer] The local popular government law of 1971 has, as is well known, given the 
authority in the provinces to the executive popular councils which in turn set up 
the lower councils and delegate to them the powers that enable them to perform their 
duties. 


From experience, it is needless to say that delegation is not the same as the orig- 
inal authority from two aspects: 


First, it is not wasy on the one hand for the circle with the power to delegate this 
power at all times and without any conditions. I do not call this selfishness but 
rather eagerness to have the exercise of power to be done according to the view of 
the delegating side. 


Second, the side to which the power is delegated feels that these powers are not 
genuine and that they are conditional. Consequently, the power delegated is not 
ideal or, at least, doesn't rise to the ideal level. This has been proven by exper- 
ience. 


Executive Populat Council and New Law 


(The commissioner added:) Despite the democratic representation in the executive 
popular council, it is certain that this council is out of touch with many details, 
perhaps by virtue of the nature of its structure. This council is not the authority 
with the closest touch with the detailed and urgent issues. 


When the provincial govecnment law was promulgated, it gave Khartoum, in its capacity 
as the country's national capital, a special administrative status entitling Khar- 
toum's residents to full right to direct government. This comes through the actual 
implementation of the local popular government law of 1971 which seeks fundamentally 
to shorten the administrative shadow and to make the administrative unit more capable 
of offering ideal services to the citizens. 


The new law has defined the levels of direct responsibility in offering daily serv- 
ices to the citizens in the spheres of education, health and other fields. The 
councils have been given the power to approve their budgets and the powers of these 
councils have also been made original. Moreover, the councils have been given the 
right to set up the administrative units that they deem fit. Thus, the new law is 
a democratic legislation that gives full power to Khartoum's citizens to supervise 
and manage the direct services. The law has not tied this power to reference to any 
other authority. This is the utmost that any circle aspires for. 


Relationship Between Province Leadership and District Councils 


(Manna' added:) One of the things that did not exist previously and that should have 
been done by the province leadership was the task of supervision, review, inspection, 
streamlining and coordination, along with the daily and detailed responsibilities. 
However, preoccupation with the daily details did not give the province leadership 
the chance to perform the basic task of supervision, control, inspection, stream- 
lining and coordination. It is my conviction that the leadership cannot permit 
itself to be preoccupied with the daily details. If it does so, then it loses the 
quality of leadership. 











The councils must create the authority that has the opportunities and the resources 
that make it capable of undertaking leadership tasks. This is a must. My concept 
of control by the district councils doesn't mean just the issuance of orders and 
restrictions or the receiving of reports. If we consider the reports, they must be 
written carefully, in detail and in uniformity. These reports must also receive 
from the authority to which they are referred the same attention. This authority 
must examine these reports scientifically and must plan to make the reports a sub- 


ject of analysis, evaluation and of comparison of the experiences, successes and 
failures. 


We are also planning to have a periodic publication whose contents emanate from the 
reports presented so that the successes may be generalized and so that attention 
may be drawn, without defamation, to avoiding repetition of the failures. 


Naturally, all this will not be possible unless the leadership finds enough time. 

We are preparing at present to strengthen the agency entrusted with this task. One 
of its main concerns will be that of reexamining the province's leadership structure. 
We will then establish the relationship between the province leadership and the 
district councils according to a scientific pattern capable of being binding and 
effective at the same time. Moreover, we will examine carefully the issues that 
require coordination and that have not been neglected by the legislator. It is not 
essential that a stipulation he made [in the law] insofar as these issues are con- 
cerned because they must be inevitably controlled by the leadership, such as the 
final elementary school examinations, educational statistics and so forth. 


Guarantees of Absence of Indifference 


[Question] You have said that in accordance with the province's new administrative 
law some of the province's responsibilities have been transferred to the central 
ministries. But should any problem or shortcoming develop, the citizen will head 
with his complaints to the Khartoum Commissioner directly. What is the guarantee 
that indifference will not develop? 


[Answer] I believe that the Khartoum Commissioner's membership in the Council of 
Ministers is a cause for securing professional performance in the districts and or 
supplying the districts with the capable and enlightened professional cadres. this 
membership is, at the same time, a means to reassure the central government of the 
presence of an organic link between the central government on the one hand and the 
province's district councils on the other. 


Indifference is out of the question because the responsibilities are definite and 
well known in all the spheres. 


Progress of Work in Transition Period 
[Question] What are the strides that the efforts in the transition period have made 


in the direction of transferring some of the responsibilities to the central minis- 
tries and the closing the accounts and review |presumably audit]? 


49 























[Anewer] Closing the accounts ia a task entrusted to the miniater of finance and 
the Khartoum commissioner. The brothers in the Accounting Office of the Ministry of 
Finance and in the province's Accounting Department habe begun to prepare the plan 
to close the accounts on the set Juice cumely 30 June 1981, We will meet shortly 
to apply the final touches to Lite pian vowever, it must not be forgotten that »& 
may not be able to close the accounts on che scheduled date because of shortage in 
the cadres. But we have taken the precautions to open new account books by 1 July 
1981 which will have nothing to do with the preceding year's accounts. We have 
done this in order to be able to go ahead without preoccupying ourselves with last 
year's problems. The brother (comptroller general) will cooperate with us in this 
regard. 


Ae for the distribution of civil servante and workers, we have entrusted the admin- 
istrative committees in the four districis to draw up the organizational structure 
proposed for each district and we have asked the commissioner's executive assistants 
throughout the province to draw up their visualization of how the functions and 
administrative structure in their departments should be in light of the new law. 
These studies have now been gathered and we have formed a working team to sort them 
out. 


By the end of the first week of this month of February, we will have completed the 
picture of the structures in the districts and in the province headquarters. This 
picture will determine the distribution of the cadres and will act as the guide for 
preparing the first chapter of the new budget. 


As for the districts, the final picture concerning them will not become clear until 
his excellency the president of the republic issues the decrees establishing these 
districts [sic]. In this regard, we have completed the studies necessary and we 
will present them to the leader president. 


Distribution of Food Supplies 


[Question] What is your plan during the transition period for the distribution of 
food supplies and what are the guarantees to prevent tampering with this plan or 
the intervention of night bats [black market merchants] to divert these supplies to 
the black market? 


[Answer] Naturally, the law has entrusted this issue to the district councils, At 
present, these councils do not exist and their powers are in the hands of the com- 
missioner. I have formed the administrative committees in the four districts, I 
have had the political organization represented in them and I have given them exec- 
utive powers. In view of the fact that the food supply issue is a daily issue, I 
have dealt with it with still greater detail, I have sought the help of committees 
from the popular organizations and I have asked the political organization to act 
as the watchdog over the work. I have intentionally kept the political organiza- 
tion out of involvement with the daily activity, considering that its responsibility 
is a control responsibility. I believe that the certain guarantee to prevent what 
you have mentioned is the vigilance of the citizens and their support in exposing 
manipulators and in clinging to their rights. 
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Housing Plan and Job's Patience 


[Question] The question of the housing plan has become (as complex as a scorpion's 
tail) or, you can say, ae Jiha's ditch. The plan i# announced, the applications are 
submitted and the names are published but no [land] is distributed. We hear about 
the special liste and about the distribution of (appeals) but nothing new happens. 
What does thie represent to you? 


{Anewer) The fact is that there is no new housing plan. We are implementing the 
remaining part of a plan presented in 1977. Firat, second and third clase land 
[plots] were distributed at the time in Bahri and Omdurman and firet clase land in 
Khartoum. Second and third class land wae not distributed in Khartoum for reasons 
connected with obstacles in the land set aside for the purpose. Moreover, no decis- 
ion was made on the appeals raised. 


At present, our committees are reviewing the second and third clase land liste in 
Khartoum and are about to announce them. We have a committee to review the appeals 
completed by the districts in 1978. The lists will be declared when these comit- 
tees complete their work. 


As for the special lsit [al-kashf al-khass) which preoccupied people most, the min- 
ister of local government (formerly) and the Khartoum commissioner had the power to 
grant plots of land to certain citizens in appreciation of their situation and after 
an evaluation of this situation. We have reviewed, modified and declared this list. 
Included were certain groups of people who were asked at the outset of the plan to 
contact the province headquarters directly and whose cases were not handled by the 
councils. 


This is what is actually happening at present insofar as housing in Khartoum is 
concerned. It is now a new housing plan and it is not possible to consider new 
applications. 


Housing Pian Will Not Stop But ... 


(Manna’ added:) I believe that the housing plan will wt stop. However, I think 
that we have distributed many plots of land that have not been used for construction 
yet. This is attributed most freouently to the fact that [municipal] services have 
not reached these areas yet. Therefore, we need a pause to recvuuweider our position 
in this regard. Can we continue to distribute lands in response to a real need or in 
response to pressures when we are not able to supply these areas with services? 


We don't want, at least presently, to adopt this method, meaning that we don't want 
to follow the method of solving problems with sedatives. We will focus on solving 
the problems of the existing [populated] aras by turning them into residential 
areas that contribute to solving the housing problem. 


It is true that handling iands and planning cities will be the responsibility of rh 
national executive authority. However, these aspects and others will continue to be 
among the commissioner's concerns because the commissioner cannot at all absolve 











himself of the housing problema. We will continue to be interested in solving these 
issues and in following up on them wich our brothers in the various ministries who 
are aware that this is an important joint responsibility. 


Concluding my statements on the hous!ng lteeves, | again assert that we cannot inite 
late the new housing plan if we cannot complete the old plan, 


No Return to Kiosks 


[Question] Despite the fact that promulgation of the new law made it a must to re- 
lieve the former province commissioner, as stated in the dismissal decision, some 
who believe that they have been harmed by previous decisions, especially the owners 
of — have begun to look forward to backing down on those decisions. What do 
you say 


{[Anewer) To start with, I would like to stress that the projected policies are 
policies pertaining to public tasks and a public system and that these policies are 
not, therefore, connected with an individual's personal disposition. The issue of 
building popular markets and of moving away these [kiosks] is a firm policy on which 
there will be no backing down. Work on the Omdurman popular market continues, and 
so is the work on theother popular markets which, I believe, are necessary. Many 
of the uncivilized manifestations must be removed from the face of this capital. 
This is not done at the expense of the livelihood of some citizens because we are 
providing these citizens with alternate sites to carry on with their work. 


These are also long-range policies that are not realized overnight. The effort to 
centralize the popular markets and to underline their effectiveness requires a long 
time and will be a ceaseless effort. If no result becomes apparent, then this will 
not mean a change of policy but that the nature of the work requires time. These 
[policies] will be the first concerns facing the district councils when they are 
established and these councils will undoubtedly be more eager than we are to imple- 
ment these policies. 


Deterioration in Capital's Public Transportation Means 


[Question] At a symposium we organized at AL-AYYAM under a title of "Benzine Lines 
Appear and Disappear: Why and Till When," the minister of energy and mining pointed 
out that solving this problem lies in improving the capital's public transportation 
means. I believe that you agree with us that the citizens are really suffering in 
this regard to the extent where the production sites are affected. Let us start 
with the Capital Transportation Company which, with its present resources, seems 
unqualified to contribute to solving the transportation problem. Why and till when 
will this situation persist in this company? 


[Answer] This company is one of the province's bitter experiences. At the outset, 
it had at its disposal resources that had not been available to numerous other 
projects. It started with a fleet of 450 Mercedes buses, in addition to the neces- 
sary workshops, headquarters, equipment and machinery. It should have rendered 
the required services. But it has continued to falter and Khartoum's citizens have 
begun to become aware of the disappearance of the Mercedes buses from the streets. 
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Administrative Flaw in Capital Transportation Company 


(The commissioner added:) We have found out that this company suffers internally 
from an administrative flaw and from excess labor as a natural result of the stoppage 
of ite buses due to the irregular delivery of spareparte. The company needs admin- 
iatrative reform and needs to secure the delivery of spareparte. Efforts are being 
currently exerted in this regard. As a result of these efforts, the number of 
operational buses has risen from 60 to 90 buses. 


There are aleo German experts on financial and workshop affairs to help repair the 
administrative, technical and financial flaw of the company. 


One of the issues that need to be settled is the issue of combining the position of 
chairman of the board of directors with that of general director. The presence of 
the commissioner as the chairman of the company's Board of Directors and his inabil- 
ty to devote full time to this position does this position and the company a grave 
njustice. 


It is well known that this company will, in ite capacity as a public transportation 
company, revert to the central authority in accordance with the new law. But before 
the company reverts to the central authority, we have begun consultation with the 
minister of transport and we are in agreement over the measures that must be taken 
to reform it. With its technical resources and cadres, the Minister of Transport 
can solve the company's problems and this is what the minister of transport has 
promised to do. 


Taxis, Tyranny and Complaints 


[Question] If we turn to taxis, we find that taxi drivers complain bitterly about 
the daily 3-gallon ration they get. They believe that this ration is not enough to 
meet the needs of their work. Meanwhile, the citizens complain of the sadism, greed 
and exploitation of some taxi drivers. Where do you stand vis-a-vis all this? 


[Answer] The benzine ration allocated for taxis cannot be done in disregard to the 
benzine volume available. Due to the constant rise in the number of vehicles in 
the capital and to the increased demand for benzine rations, we had to reconsider 
the benzine rations for various sides, including taxis. 


ihe complaint of the brothers in the Taxi Drivers Union regarding the reduction of 

che ration from 4 to 3 gallons must not be viewed in isolation from the performance 
of the taxi owners and drivers. Was the need existing before the reduction (smaller) 
than it is at present? Of course not. If a taxi [driver] renders the required 
services to the public, the issue of one gallon is not a difficult issue. The 

actions of taxi drivers have not resulted from the reduction. 


fhe brochers in the union submitted a request for reconsidering the ration and the 
tariff. We have begun to study their memorandum and will continue to do so. tlow- 
ever, we cannot separate the tariff from the commitment of taxi owners to render 
good services to the public and from the ethics of the profession which call for 
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respecting the customer and for observing the issue of public appearance and conduct. 
The official agencies must perform their role in this regard. But we ask the 
brothers in the Taxi Drivers Union to aleo perform a role in thie regard. 


Al-Bakasi [Presumably Meaning Pickup Trucks Used ae Taxie), Thie Uncivilized Mani- 
featation 


[Question] Despite our appreciation of the role which the bakei [singular of 
bakasi) plays in solving the capital's transportation crisis, we still believe thar 
it is an uncivilized manifestation. Moreover, some of the dirvers of these bakasl 
are distinguished by their disregard for the lives of their passengers and by their 
irresponsible behavior. What is your plan vis-a-vis the bakasi, especially since 
previous statements by province officials have indicated that these bakasi are a 
temporary thing? 


[Answer] I agree with you that the bakasi are an uncivilized manifestation. But 
they have become necessary because both individuals and companies have stopped im- 
porting buses. 


I believe that the more we encourage the importation of buses and their use as a 
public transportation means, the more able we will be to expel the bakasi from the 
road and the more we enable the Licensing authority to replace the licenses given to 
the bakasi by bus licenses. 


Joint endeavors are being made at present in conjunction with the National Bus Union 
to get buses on soft and inducing credit terms. We reached an initial agreement to 
import 200 buses from India and we did actually get the first bus for technical test- 
ing and examination. But there were objections, including the objection that the 
bus is not suitable for operation in Sudan. Efforts are now in progress to find an 
alternative. The minister of transport and the Ministry of Planning officials are 
looking into the possibility of importing buses on the Spanish loan. Should these 
efforts, succeed, we will be able to eliminate the phenomenon of bakasi. 


Khartoum Roads: Potholes and Bumps 


[Question] The talk nas been increasing about Khartoum roads that have become a 
preying jaw ready to devour vehicles and to expose the safety of citizens to danger. 
On the basis of your latest meeting with the brother minister of transport, what 
are the latest efforts exerted to deal with this matter? 


[Answer] I agree with you that the condition of Khartoum roads has become lamentable 
and that this condition has been reflected in suffering on the part of the citizens. 
The basic problem is that paving roads has become very costly. Paving a single 
kilometer and providing it with modern lighting costs nearly 200,000 pounds. We 

can thus imagine what the cost of paving Khartoum's roads is. But it is unreason- 
able to reiterate this without beginning to do something to deal with the situation. 


We have discussed this matter with the brother ministers of transport, finance and 
planning. As a first step, we have projected a plan to pave 35 kilometers, costing 











nearly 1.0 million pounds. We have entrusted the Roade and Bridges Organization to 
take the detailed steps that make it possible to initiate thie work shortly. | 
have learned that the work will be carried out by contractors and companies. 


I believe that there is reason for optimiem insofar as the roade and streets are 
concerned, We have no doubt that the Ministry of Transport possesses greater capa- 
bility than any local authority to provide the necessary cadres and resources. 


Fluctuation in Meat Prices 


[Question] Even though there is these days a relative abundance of meats and etabil- 
ity in their prices, despite the mad rise in these prices [recently], the issue of 
meat availability and prices has been fluctuating between rising prices or the 
scarcity - poor quality of meats. What is your view in regard to dealing with 
this issue 


[Answer] The problem of meats is one of the chronic problems that erupt every season. 
This issue is governed by natural factors and by national policies. There is the 
livestock road [sic] and there are the projecte of the Livestock and Meat Marketing 
Organization to improve the means for livestock transportation and to build new 
meat markets and there is the project to gather livestock west of Omdurman. The pur— 
pose of all these projects is to make meat available throughout the year to make it 
possible to set a single price all the year round. But the situation will continue 
to be as it is at present until these projects are completed and we will continue to 
suffer from fluctuation in the level of availability, considering that Khartoum is 
& meat consumption area. We will also continue to be compelled to raise or reduce 
meat prices every year. 


We also need to urge the Livestock and Meats Organization to deal with Livestock 
scientifically. It must weigh the animal [slaughtered] because without such weigh- 
ing the consumer or the butcher, most often the consumer, will be the victim. The 
consumer has a major role which he must perform, namely insist on getting a full 
measure. The role of the control agencies is no substitute to the earnestness of 
the consumer because, essentially, the state cannot watch every set of scales. This 
is where the role of the popular agencies emerges in developing the citizen's con- 
cern for his right. Regrettably, some of us live in Khartoum and think with the 
mentality of the tribe and of the village—with tolerance, compassion and disregard 
for reporting faulty practices. 


Motives Behind Order for Withdrawing Bread 


[Question| One of the decisions you adopted when you started your work is the local 
order concerning the weights of the loaf of bread. This decision was not welcome 
by the citizens, perhaps because it was not implemented correctly or perhaps for 
other reasons. Though you have abolished that order, we would like to know the 
motives behind issuing and abolishing the order. 


[Answer] Nearly 2 years have passed since the latest bread prices were set. During 
this period, a lot of changes have occurred in the price of electricity, wood, labor 
and so forth. Bakery owers and the Union of Bakeries had continued to exert 
efforts tor reconsideration of the bread prices as a result of these changes. 
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I, and the Executive Popular Council's Supply Committee, before it was dissolved, 
believed that setting bread weights by the gram was not understandable to the or- 
dinary citizen who knows the size of the regular loaf but doesn't know whether it 
weighs 130 grams or 150 grams. Sut io silogram ie familiar. We thought of the 
matter and then thought of ucing the Kki.ogram and ite segments in setting bread 
prices. This is why we got together to determine the cost and price of che kilo- 
gram and of ite segments and why we thought of setting a multiplicity of weights 
for the loaf of bread instead of the single weight to which the consumer had been 
restricted and which hed put the consumer at the mercy of the baker. Not even the 
vigilant consumer could demand his right. 


We also sought by the diversity of weights to create the flexibility compatible with 
the dispositions of the consumers. I would like to point out that the order did not 
come on the spur of the moment but as a result of a study in which the Union of 
Bakery Owners had participated. After understanding was shown by all concerned, the 
local order was issued. But unfortunately, most of the bakeries exploited the aspect 
of flexibility and focused on a certain weight, disregarding the basic weight which 
costes 3 piasters. The motive was to reduce *he time and labor used in production 
and, consequently, to generate bigger profits. 


There were repeated appeals to reconsider the order. By returning to the agreement, 
which called for 75 percent of the bakeries’ rpoduction to consist of the emall- 
weight loaf, we found that the bakeries had failed to abide by this agreement. The 
interest of the citizens had to be protected and I did not find it at all embarrass- 
ing to abolish the cause [repeal the order]. I then put the stress on the 3-piaster 
loaf. To avoid rigidity, I also asked that production of the loaf weighing one half 
kilogram be continued in accordance with the controls that we set. 


I would like to take this opportunity to stress that no decision we take is sacred. 

We constantly review what needs to be reviewed and do not find it at all embarrass- 

ing to do so. Public service is not a field for personal glory but a means to serve 
the masses. 


Rebels at Capital's Image 


[Question] Beggars and sick people crow! the city and are like scabs in its face, 
despite the campaigns launched from time to time to remove them. You have already 
pointed out that you will not resort to sedatives and it is natural that these cam- 
paigns will produce no results. What is your view in this regard? 


[Answer] To start, I agree that this is not a manifestation that honors the capital. 
But I am not comfortable with the way it is projected. It is always projected as a 
matter of public order when it is not so. It is a social issue that requires joint 
efforts by the authorities concerned to study it and to eliminate the root of its 
social and economic causes. 


We have homes for the old but these homes need a lot [of expenses] to be able to 
absorb any more old people. We are exerting efforts to rebuild these homes. We 
also have other social organizations under the control of the Social Welfare Council 
and these organizations shoulder a major role in this regard. 
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I am not evading my responsibility in thie regard, Buc my view of the problem is much 
bigger than this and there has to be a complete solution. If we gather all those 

you are talking about and put them in one place, would the problem end? Will this 
prevent their inflow to Sudan, a country that is surrounded by a number of neighbors 
and a country that ie a paseage for pilgrims? This problem requires that we recon- 
sider our present policy on newcomers because the people you talk about are not 
Sudanese. 


Thanks to Ahmad Shaykh Idris Manna', the Khartoum Commissioner, for his response to 
our invitation and to his giving us exclusively the first comprehensive press inter- 
view. We hope that we have answered through this interview all the questions on 

the minds of the capital's citizens. Our best wishes to the commissioner for success 
in his mission and we hope that he will find cooperation from the citizens in under- 
standing and strengthening the joint rights and duties. 


8494 
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SYRIA 


U.S. MILITARISTIC POLICY SAID TO OVERLOOK PAST LESSONS 
Damascus in Arabic 20 Feb 81 p 7 





[Article by Muhecoed Khayr al-Jamali: “'Militarization' of American Policy and At- 
tempts to Impose Prestige and Domination"] 


[Text] At present there are three trends in American policy from the military 
standpoint: improvement of the nature of American weapons as shown by the inten- 
tion of the United States to produce an advanced strategic bomber and a new nuclear 
aircraft carrier to strengthen its nuclear fleet; strengthening NATO's military 
capabilities by trying to deploy the neutron bomb in the countries of Western Europe; 
and preparing for direct military intervention in the countries of the area by the 
so-called rapid deployment forces and the existing military coordination between 

the Pentagon and the pro-American regimes. 


An observer of the developments of American policy throughout the decade of the 70's 
can recognize the fact that these recent trends are closely connected with American 
strategy based on the use of force to achieve two fundamental objectives: re- 
establishing lost American prestige and achieving total imperialist control over 
the world. 


The United States, which used to be viewed as the biggest world power, has lost much 
of this perception as the result of the sweeping victories won by the struggles of 
the forces of national liberation throughout the world and, as the result of the 
victories of Vietnam, the October war, the revolution of the Iranian people and many 
Liberation movements in Latin America, the United States has been transformed into 

a limited power, incapable of doing what it wants. 


The victories led to the decline of imperialist influence in all areas where these 
victories had been recorded. This is what has prompted America to rely on a policy 
of armed force as a tool to reimpose its prestige throughout the world and a means 
to achieve total domination over the peoples of the world and to firm up its remain- 
ing influence in various areas since the imperialist system is based on domination 
and imposition of prestige to accomplish acts of pillage. 


The important question arising here is whether America can reimpose its prestige 
and achieve absolute hegemony over the world by relying on its policy of armed 
force? 
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The anewer, very briefly is, “no.” Why? We find the answer to this in two points, 
Firet, when the world's perception of America as a great power shrunk, its strength 
was no less than it is today. Hereupon, it is clear that the strength which Ameri- 
can imperialism is trying to use to regain its prestige will, in any case, lead only 
to the creation of more tension throughout the world and a headlong rush toward 

the brink of a total explosion because it is not logical that America would possess 
advanced, lethal weapons merely for self-defense or storage purposes. With regard 
to the second point, it is the frank acknowledgement on the part of a European 
diplomat that American strength does not constitute a basis for imposing Washington's 
prestige throughout the world. The European diplomat advised America to abandon the 
policy of armed force, saying, and we quote, 


"The United States would do well to view its prestige from some outlook other than 
e purely military outlook." 


However, the important thing in the issue of the military thrust of American policy 


is that the United States apparently is adamant on militarizing its policy but is 
heedless of the lessons of the past. 


59 








SYRIA 


HIMS-TARTUS PASSENGER TRAIN HELPS SOLVE LAND TRANSPORT CRISIS 
Damascus AL~THAWRAH in Arabic 20 Feb 81 p 4 


[Article by ‘Abdullah al-Kurdi: "Operation of First Passenger Train Between Hims 
and Tartus"™] 


[Excerpts] Festivities were held on 10 February, in the presence of the minister 
of Transport, for the inauguration of the first passenger train service between 
the cities of Hims and Tartus, passing through Tell Kalakh and al-'Akkari. In- 
auguration of this service constitutes an important step in the area of solving the 
land transport crisis. AL-THAWRAH met with the director general of the General 
Company for Railway Construction, Eng Faris al-Sahhar, who stressed the importance 
of the construction of rail lines and the need to complete them to link all cities 
of the country with production and export centers because of the role they play. 


A Glimpse of the Hims-Tartus Line Project 


This line links the two fundamental axes, Hims-the phosphate mines and Hims-Damascus, 
with the port of Tartus and, when the project to renovate the al-Hijaz rail line is 
completed, it will link our ports with the southern part of the country and with 
Jordan and Saudi Arabia to round out Arab and international transit traffic across 
the region to the two sister regions, as well as passenger traffic between those 
regions while providing a means to transport them to European countries and across 
foreign railways whose networks of lines link up with the Syrian railways. This 
project has been implemented in two stages. 


First Stage 

Its goal was linking the old network reaching as far as the city of al-‘Akkari with 
the port of Tartus by a rail line 42 kilometers long at this stage. Work began on 
it at the beginning of 1968. Fundamental completed, it was put into use at the 
beginning of 1979. 


Second Stage 


Its goal was to renovate the old line between the city of Hims and the town of al- 
‘Akkari which was constructed in 1910 because this line was unsuitable for modern 
transport needs because of its age and because its technical prerequisites were lower 
than those accepted in construction of new railways. 

















This stage was also aimed at avoiding having the line run through Lebanese territory 
with all the attendant problems. 


Thie stage was started in early 1975 with the renovation of the railway between 
Himes and al-'Akkari for a length of 62 kilometers. Basic work on the project was 
finished in the third quarter of 19/9 and it has been in actual use since that date. 


Quarters Implementing the Project 


The project in all its various parts was thereby completed by Syrian specialists 
and with the participation of some Soviet experts. 


Project Cost 200 Million Syrian Pounds 


The project cost a total of 200 million Syrian pounds which covered the cost of 

the engineering work, material for the line, requirements for the construction and 
extension, station buildings, signals equipment, telephone communications and the 
electrical network, in addition to the cost of acquiring some pieces of real estate. 


Passenger Train Between Hims and Tartus 


The cars which were put into service on the Hims-Tartus line are, in fact, the best 
possible imported diesel cars. 


They are equipped with all equipment for heating and cooling and with comfortable 
foam rubber seats upholstered in a velvet-like material, in addition to plumbing 
and a canteen to provide long distance services in the future. 


The cars are divided into two classes, first-class and tourist, and have 72 seats 
and a first class section containing 24 seats divided into compartments with the 
tourist compartment holding eight passengers while the first class holds six. 


Each trip will involve three cars which can be increased if needed. 
Number of Trips and Schedules 
There will be two trips a day between Hims and Tartus, passing through Tell Kalakh. 


The number of trips cen be increased if necessary, that is, during holiday and 
summer vacation times. 


Fixed Fares 


The fares which have been set are to be considered reasonable if compared with 
tourist taxi fares since the first class fare has been fixed at 6 Syrian pounds 

with the tourist class costing 4 pounds. Children between the age of 4 and 12 can 
ride at half price and all children under 4 can ride free. Soldiers and cadets will 
pay 20 percent of the scheduled fare. Each passenger can carry 30 kilograms of per- 
sonal luggage free. 


It should be mentioned that the train covers the 100 kilometers between Hims and 
Tartus in 95 minutes. 


61 














Final Word 


Operation of a passenger train between Hims and Tartus is in reality an important 
turning point in the area of land transport, a point of emancipation from the trans- 
port crisis. It, indeed, will put a halt to the greed of many taxi owners, parti- 
cularly since the fare from Hims to Tartus and vice versa on holidays and summer 
vacation times is more than 30 pounds. 


What we hope and urge is that this step will be supported and will be one link in a 
series. It is important to the citizen to achieve those steps and to move them 
forward and this can only be done by citizens protecting those cars and their fur- 
nishings. 
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SYRIA 


APPARENT NEW AMERICAN MILITARY PLAN IN THE MIDDLE EAST 
Damascus AL-BA'TH in Arabic 20 Feb 81 p 2 
[Article: "New Element in the American Scheme") 


[Text] By reaching agreement yesterday with al-Sadat for American nuclear ships and 
submarines to use the Suez Canal for military purposes, the United States has added 
a new and provocative factor to its destructive conspiratorial scheme in the area. 
After having transformed Egypt into a military base and established a network of 
bases and early warning stations, it has begun to prepare to use this base and to 
put it into actual service to implement its objectives in imposing American hege- 
mony over the area. 


This is what has begun to emerge clearly in the suspicious American movements to- 
ward the area which are dominated by a military stamp, something which confirms that 
the American administration, at the outset of the Reagan era, is bent on setting its 
Camp [David] scheme in motion toward locales more threatening to the citizens of the 
area and in a manner as to bring it, that is America, closer to achieving its ag- 
gressive goals there. 


The Reagan administration has in fact begun to allocate roles to parties which work 
and are allied with Washington. In this context, it has given Isreal the green light 
to expand the scope of its aggression against the south. It has given the green 
light to al-Sadat's regime to perform the task it has repeatedly expressed willing- 
n°ss to perform in Africa, the area and Asia and anywhere Washington wants so as to 
serve American interests, al-Sadat having previously proclaimed, and is still pro- 
claiming, that he is prepared to play any role assigned him by America and, in this 
context, entered into an alliance with Israel, reaffirming that his war from now on 
is with the Arabs and the forces of liberation and progress in the Arab and African 
areas. As part of this commitment, he has mobilized his troops against Libya, has 
sent them to Zaire and has proclaimed that he is willing to send them to Afghanistan. 
American aircraft were launched from al-Sadat's military bases against the Iranian 
revolution. This is not all; he even announced his willingness to coordinate things 
with Israel to halt Fedayeen action and matched the Zionist enemy in describing the 
Fedayeen as saboteurs. In this regard, he has given Israeli intelligence, Mossad, 
everything he knows about the PLO and is now striving to complete his role in the 
conspiracy to further the autonomy plot. 


Al-Sadat's new agreement comes within the framework of his willingness to play his 


role in the Reagan administration which has firmly founded the principle of force 
in early application of its strategy. 
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There is one fact, that is, that America's military use of the Suez Canal is tied in 
with the military mobilizations which it has been intensifying for some time in the 
Arab Gulf and the coming maneuvers of ite forces in the Sultanate of Oman. Add to 


thie the talke of the Ieraeli foreign minister in Washington which informed circles 
there describe is important and vita’. 


The eum total of these things indicates chat America is setting up a new aggressive 
plan in the area aimed at effecting changes in the political map and reordering 
conditions there so as to serve American intereste and objectives. 
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BRIEFS 


FRENCH SUPPORT MOROCCO--Polisario representative in Europe Fadel Ismail 
denounces and condemns "French and American support" for Morocco in a 
statement issued in Paris. Fadel Ismail states that Rabat "still cherishes 
its dream of a ‘great Morocco’ which would stretch as far as the Senegal 
River" and he regards the recent abortive putech in Nouakchott as a 
"Moroccan aggression" against Mauritania. He considers that the "military 
support which Mo:occo is receiving from some non-African powers, including 
France and the United States in particular, is direct participation in this 
destabilizing policy." "Claiming to help the king of Morocco so as to per- 
suade hia to negotiate is a lie and a pretext to help him pursue his aggres- 
sion and his military escalation against the Saharan people and the peoples 
in the region,” Fadel Ismail added. The Polisario front, he also said, is 
making “an urgent appeal” to all “forces in the world and especially in 
France which love peace and justice” to urge Morocco to "conform to the 
decisions taken by the international bodies." [Text] [LD301227 Paris 
L'HUMANITE in French 26 Mar 81 p 10) 


GUERRILLAS CLAIM VICTORIES--Algiers, 29 Mar (AFP)--The Polisario Front 
guerrillas said today that they had followed up their capture of Guelta Zemmur, 
in the Western Sahara, by routing a column of Moroccan reinforcements. The 
guerrillas said 410 Moroccans were killed in four days of combat ending 
Friday. In a statement issued at its headquarters here, the Polisario said 
the reinforcements had been sent from Bucraa, the Western Sahara's phosphate- 
mining center, toward Guelta Zemmur, a town in the southeast of the territory. 
On Thursday and Friday, at a place called Um Ghreid, the guerrillas inter- 
cepted the column, the statement said. The Moroccans left 135 dead behind, 

as well as armored vehicles, trucks, tank trucks, lend rovers, 105-mm and 
106-mm guns and two kinds of mortars. The statement also added detail to 

the Polisario's version of the Guelta Zemmur battle, last Tuesday and 
Wednesday. It said the Moroccans had lost 310 men killed and about the 

same number wounded. Dozens of Moroccan prisoners were taken and many 
vehicles were captured, the Polisario said. [Text] [NC290907 Paris AFP 

in English 0951 GMT 29 Mar 81) 
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